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ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI

Tarihce

Tiirkiye'de eksikligi hissedilmeye baslayan Ortadogu arastirmalar: konusunda kamuoyunun ve
dis politika cevrelerinin ihtiyaclarina yamt verebilmek amaciyla, 1 Ocak 2009 tarihinde Ortado-
gu Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi (ORSAM) kurulmustur. Kisa siirede yapilanan kurum, calis-
malarim Ortadogu ézelinde yogunlastirnugstir.

Ortadogu’ya Bakis

Ortadogu’nun i¢ ice gecmis bircok sorunu barindirdigh bir gercektir. Ancak, ne Ortadogu ne de
halklari, olumsuzluklarla 6zdeslestirilmis bir imaja mahkiim edilmemelidir. Ortadogu tilkeleri,
halklarindan aldiklar giicle ve i¢c dinamiklerini seferber ederek bariscil bir kalkinma seferber-
ligi baslatacak potansiyele sahiptir. Bélge halklarimin bir arada yasama iradesine, devletlerin
egemenlik haklarina, bireylerin temel hak ve hiirriyetlerine saygi, gerek iilkeler arasinda gerek
ulusal olcekte kalict barisin ve huzurun temin edilmesinin 6n sartdir. Ortadogu’daki sorunla-
rin kavranmasinda adil ve gercekci ¢oziimler tizerinde durulmasi, uzlasmact inisiyatifleri ce-
saretlendirecektir. Sozkonusu cercevede, Tiirkiye, yakin cevresinde bolgesel istikrar ve refahin
kok salmast icin yapict katkilarim siirdiirmelidir. Cephelesen eksenlere dahil olmadan, taraflar
arasinda diyalogun tesisini kolaylastirmaya devam etmesi, tutarh ve uzlastirict politikalariyla
sagladigr uluslararasi destegi en etkili bicimde degerlendirebilmesi, bolge devletlerinin ve halk-
larvmin ortak menfaatidir.

Bir Diisiince Kurulusu Olarak ORSAM’1in Calismalar1

ORSAM, Ortadogu algilamasmna uygun olarak, uluslararast politika konularimin daha saglhkh
kavranmas: ve uygun pozisyonlarin alinabilmesi amaciwyla, kamuoyunu ve karar alma mekaniz-
malarina aydinlatici bilgiler sunar. Farkh hareket secenekleri iceren fikirler tiretir. Etkin ¢oziim
onerileri olusturabilmek icin farkh disiplinlerden gelen, alaminda yetkin arastirmacilarin ve en-
telektiiellerin nitelikli calismalarinm tesvik eder. ORSAM, bélgesel gelismeleri ve trendlerti titizlikle
irdeleyerek ilgililere ulastirabilen giiclii bir yayum kapasitesine sahiptir. ORSAM; web sitesiyle,
aylik Ortadogu Analiz ve alt ayhk Ortadogu Etiitleri dergileriyle, analizleriyle, raporlariyla ve
kitaplarwyla, ulusal ve uluslararast 6lcekte Ortadogu literatiiriiniin gelisimini desteklemektedir.
Boélge iilkelerinden devlet adamlarimin, biirokratlarin, akademisyenlerin, stratejistlerin, gazete-
cilerin, isadamlarimin ve STK temsilcilerinin Tiirkiye'de konuk edilmesini kolaylastirarak, bilgi
ve diisiincelerin gerek Tiirkiye gerek diinya kamuoyuyla paylasilmasim saglamaktadir.
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TAKDIM

ORSAM olarak Yemen'le ilgili ikinci raporumuzu yayinladiktan bu iilke merkezindeki
gelismeleri yakindan izlemeyi siirdiirdiik ve yeni etkinliklere imza attk. Bu ¢ergevede Haziran
2010°de Istanbul'da Drgisleri Bakanligimiz ve Istanbul Ticaret Odasr'yla isbirligi halinde, ¢ok
saytda Yemenli konugun da kauldigs “I. Turkiye-Yemen Forumu”nu diizenledik. Bu toplanti,
Tiirkiye-Yemen iliskileri agisindan bir ilk oldu; iliskiler kapsamli ve st diizey bir toplantda
ele alindi. Forumda iki tilke arasindaki siyasi iligkiler giivenlik, tarih, kiiltiir ve ekonomik
boyutlariyla tartismaya agildi.

ORSAM olarak I. Tiirkiye-Yemen Forumu'nun ardindan simdi bu forumun ikincisini Yemende
diizenlemek i¢in hazirliklarimizi stirdiiriiyoruz.

Ortadogu Danismanimiz Yrd. Dog. Dr. Veysel Ayhan tarafindan hazirlanan tigiincii Yemen
raporumuzda, ilk iki rapordan farkli olarak 1500’lerin basinda kurulan Tirkiye-Yemen
iligkileri tizerinde durulmakrtadir. Iligkileri sira dist kilan pek gok husus vardir. Ama bunlar
arasinda, I. Diinya Savas’'nin sonuna kadar Osmanli askerlerinin Imam Yahya énderliginde
Giiney Yemen'in bagimsizlig1 icin savasmis olmalari gercekten dikkat ¢ekicidir. I. Diinya
Savast sonrast Iman Yahya onderliginde bagimsiz bir cumhuriyet olarak ortaya ¢tkan Kuzey
Yemen'de, Osmanli sonrast bolgede kalan askerlerin ve biirokratlarin iilke yonetiminde 6nemli
mevkilere getirilmesi iki toplum arasindaki baglarin ne denli koklii ve anlam yiiklii oldugunu
gostermektedir. Giintimiizde Tiirk yatirimeilarin Yemen'e diizenledigi is gezileri, Yemendeki
Tiirk okullarinin ¢ogalmasi ve iki tilke arasinda her gecen giin artan kargilikli ziyaretler, Tiirkiye-
Yemen iliskilerindeki giincel durumun béyle bir raporda degerlendirilmesini gerekli kilmaktadir.

ORSAM olarak Tirkiye-Yemen iligkilerinin anlagilmasina ve gelisimine katki sunmak adina
“Tiirkiye-Yemen Iliskileri ve Yemen'deki Tiirkiye Algisi” basligini tastyan yeni raporumuzu

begeninize sunmaktan mutluluk duydugumuzu ifade etmek isterim.

Saygilarimla,

Hasan Kanbolat
Bagskan
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TURKIYE-YEMEN ILISKILERI VE
YEMEN'DEKI TURKIYE ALGISI

Ozet

Yemendeki Osmanly mirasina ragmen Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki resmi diizeydeki iliskiler
1990°larin basina kadar istenilen diizeyde gelisme gostermemistir. 20 Aralik 1986 tarihinde Basg-
bakan Turgut Ozal'in Yemen ziyaretinin ardindan 1988 tarihinde Sanada ilk Tiirkiye Biiyiikelgi-
ligi agilmistir. 1990 sonrast donemde ise Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki iliskiler ticaretten sagliga,
turizmden editime kadar bircok alanda ciddi bir gelisme gostermistir. Yemen Cumhurbaskani Ali
Abdullah Salih’in 2008deki ziyaretinin ardindan siiren karsilikli resmi ziyaretler son olarak 2011
basinda Cumhurbaskant Abdullah Giil’iin resmi Yemen ziyaretiyle bir kez daha giindemin tist
seviyelerine tasinacaktir.

Soguk Savags sonrast donemde Yemen ciddi sorunlarla karst kalmustir. 1991 Irak Savasina kars
ciktiktan sonra komsu Arap devietleriyle ciddi sorunlar yasayan Yemen 2000’lerin ardindan da
bir yandan el Kaide sorunu diger yandan da rejim karsitr Sii Hutsi gruplarla miicadele etmek zo-
runda kalmugstr. I¢ savasin derinlesmesi iizerine Tiirkiye hem insani yardim programlarint hayata
gecirmis hem de Yemen'in istikrarini, ulusal birligini ve toprak biitiinliigiinii destekledigini resmi
diizeyde agiklamustir.

Bu kapsamda uluslararas: alanda da Yemen hiikiimetine destek girisimlerine oncelik verilmistir.
Nitekim 2000 Ocaginda Londrada kurulan Yemen’in Dostlart grubuna aktif bir destek saglayan
Tiirkiye, Yemendeki ¢atismalarin son bulmasi amacuyla Yemenli gruplar arasinda arabulucu rolii
oynamaya da ¢aligmustir.
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Giris

Tirkiye-Yemen iligkilerinin tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve
siyasal diizeydeki geri plan1 oldukca ge¢mise
dayanmakla birlikte 1990’larin basina kadar iki
taraf istenilen diizeyde bir isbirligi gelistireme-
mislerdir. 1990 sonrasi donemde ise ticaretten
sagliga, turizmden egitime kadar bir¢ok alanda
ciddi bir isbirligi icinde olduklar1 gortilmek-
tedir. Yemen Cumhurbagkani Ali Abdullah
Salil'in 2008'deki resmi ziyaretinin ardindan
iki tilke arasindaki isbirliginin 2011 basinda
Cumhurbaskani Abdullah Gill'iin Yemen ziya-
retiyle daha da gelisecegini belirtmek gerekir.
Bu ¢alismada agirlikli olarak ge¢misten giinii-
miize Tirk-Yemen iliskileri tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve
toplumsal yonleriyle irdelenmektedir.

Osmanli imparatorlugu Déneminde Yemen

Tirkiye-Yemen iliskilerinin tarihsel arka pla-
nin1 Memliiklerin Misir’daki yonetimine kadar
geri gotiirmek mimkiindtir. Memliiklerin Tiirk
ve Kafkas kokenli askerlerinin kurdugu Mem-
lilk devletinin sinirlar1 icinde Yemen devleti de
bulunmaktaydi. Nitekim Osmanli imparatorlu-
gu, Yavuz Sultan Selim onderliginde Suriye ve
Misir’a sefer diizenlediginde, Yemen, Memliik
Emirlerinin y6netimi altindaydi. Bunlar ara-
sinda One ¢ikan isim ise Kafkas kokenli Emir
Iskender Beydi. Emir iskender, Memliiklere
kars1 isyan eden ve Yemen'de kendi egemen-
ligini kuran Beni Tahir Devletini yikan Emir
Beresbay'in isyancilar tarafindan oldiiriilme-
sinden sonra, onun yerine bélgeye gonderil-
mis ve kisa stirede Yemende otoriteyi tekrar
kurmustu. Yavuz Sultan Selim, 1517'de Mem-
lilk devletini yikip Kahire'nin yonetimini iistle-
nince Cerkez Beyi Emir Iskender de Hicaz ve
Arabistan'daki Emirler gibi Osmanli Sultanina
bagliligini bildirmis ve Osmanli sultani adina
camide hutbe okutmustur. Emir iskender Bey’in
giici agirlikli olarak Saan’a ve bati Yemen sa-
hillerinde etkili iken Aden ve giiney sahillerin-
de farkli yonetimler bulunmaktaydi. Osmanl
oncesi donemde Yemen topraklar: tizerindeki
miicadele Memliikk ve Portekizler arasinda-
ki miicadeleye sahne olmustu. Unlii Portekiz

amirali Albuquerque idarisindeki bir donanma
ile 1513 yilinda Kizil Deniz’e girerek Yemen ve
Habesistan topraklarini denetim altina almaya
calismisti. Bu girisimin hemen ardindan Mem-
likler de aslen Anadolulu olan Selman Reis
ve Hiiseyin Bey liderliginde Hindistan'a kadar
olan topraklarin Portekizlerden kurtarilmasi
icin bityiik bir sefer diizenlemisti. Osmanlilar,
Memliik devletine son verdikleri sirada Hiise-
yin ve Selman Reis Aden’i denetim altina alma-
ya calismis basarisiz olunca da Cidde’ye gec-
misti. Memliiklerin yenildigi haberi Yemen ve
Arabistan topraklarina ulasinca hem Iskender
Bey hem de Selman Reis Osmanlr’ya baglilikla-
rin1 agikladilar. Boylelikle Yemen dolayli da olsa
Osmanli Imparatorlugu’'nun bir parcasi haline
doniismils olmaktaydi.!

Ahmed Bey’in, Misir beylerbeyligi sirasinda
Osmanli hakimiyetini seklen taniyan ancak
bagimsiz hareket eden Yemendeki Memliik
Emirlerine karsi yeni tedbirler hayata gegirildi.
Oncelikli olarak Selman Reis ve Hiiseyin Bey
komutasindaki bir donanma ile Yemen'deki
Memliik Emirlerinin varligina son verildi. Ye-
men topraklar1 1524 yilinda Hiiseyin Bey’in
yonetimine birakildi. Ancak Osmanli giigleri
Yemen'e bagli Aden sehri tizerinde bir dene-
tim kuramadilar. Hiiseyin Bey’'in Yemen'deki
yonetimi uzun stirmemis ve kisa bir siire sonra
yonetim Mustafa Bey’in denetimine ge¢misti.
1527 yilinda Hayrettin Bey’in Selman Reis’i 61-
diirmesinden sonra Yemen'deki yonetimi eline
gecirmesine ragmen kendisi de Selman Reis’in
yegenleri tarafindan iktidardan uzaklastirilmig-
tir.2 Kiy1 seridinde yasanan sorunlara ek olarak,
ic kesimlerde Sii Imamlar bagimsizliklarini ilan
etmisti. Dolayisiyla Yemen'deki Osmanli idare-
sinin kurulmasi siirecinde ciddi bir istikrarsiz-
ligin yasandig1 goriilmektedir. Bu durum, Misir
Valisi Hadim Siileyman Pasa'nin 1538'deki Hint
seferi ile son bulmustur. Stileyman Pasa tarafin-
dan diizenlenen seferin ardindan Yemen'de ye-
niden Osmanl etkisi kurulabilmistir. Osmanl
Imparatorlugu 1540 yilinda Yemen'e beylerbeyi
statiisit vermis ve ilk beylerbeyligine de Gazze
Sancak Beyi Mustafa Pasa tayin edilmistir.? S6z
konusu Yemen seferlerine ragmen Sii Imamla-
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rin isyanlar1 siirmiistiir. Osmanli imparatorlu-
gu bir yandan Sii kesimler tizerindeki etkisini
genisletirken diger yandan da isyan hareketle-
rine katilmadiklari i¢in ve sadakatlerinden do-
lay1 Stinni Yemenlilere sancak vermis ve kendi-
lerini “mazlum” olarak adlandirmistir.*

Osmanli Imparatorlugu Yemen'deki etkisini
giiclendirmeye calisirken, 1567'de Imam Mu-
tahhar ve 1595'de de imam Kasim Imamet id-
diast ile Osmanliya karsi ayaklanmistir. 1570'de
San’a’y1 tekrar ele geciren Osmanli giicleri
1608-1616 yillar1 arasinda Cafer Pasa liderligin-
de Yemen'deki Sii kesimler tizerinde de otorite-
sini tesis etmeye calismigsa da bunda istedigi
olc¢iide basarili olamamustir.® Sii kabilelerin des-
tegini arkasina alan Imam Kasim (1620 yilinda
6ldii) ardindan da imam Kasim'in ¢ocuklarinin
isyan hareketini siirdiirmeleri tizerine Osman-
l1 giigleri 1636'da kuzey Yemen topraklarini Sii
Imamlarin etkisine birakmustir.® i¢ bolgelerdeki
Osmanl etkisinin son bulmasina karsin Aden
ve Kizil Deniz'deki kiy: seritlerindeki Osmanli
hakimiyeti stirmiistiir. Nitekim 1840’lara dog-
ru Basra Korfezi ve Hint Okyanusu'ndaki deniz
ticaretini eline geciren Ingilizlerin Aden gevre-
sinde bir komiir deposu yapmak i¢cin Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’ndan izin istemelerine dikkat
cekmekte yarar vardir. Bu donemde Portekizle-
rin daha sonra da Fransiz, 1ngiliz ve Almanlarin
Yemen'i kendi etki alanlarina almaya calismasi
Imparatorlugun Yemen politikasin1 derinden
etkilemistir. 1839 yilinda ise Ingiltere dogrudan
Aden’i isgal ederek Giiney Yemen topraklar:
tizerinde askeri bir denetim kurmustur. Ye-
men topraklari tizerindeki miicadeleyi kaygiyla
izleyen Osmanli Imparatorlugu ise 1849 tari-
hinde Kibrisli Tevfik Pasa komutasinda kuzey
Yemen'e basarili bir askeri sefer diizenlemis-
tir.” 1849 yilinda Yemen topraklarinin 6nemli
bir kism1 Osmanl gii¢lerinin denetimi altina
girmistir. Kisa stireli isyanlarin yasanmasina
karsin 1872 tarihinde San’anin da denetim al-
tina alinmasina kadar stirmiistiir. Ayni yil hem
Yemen hem de Arap tarihi agisindan oldukca
onemli olan bir basgka gelisme daha yasand.
Arap diinyasindaki ilk gazete 1872 tarihinde
Yemen'de basild1.?

1900’lerin basina gelindiginde bir yandan Man-
sur Muhammed (Imam Yahya'nin babasi) 6n-
derliginde $ii isyanlar1 Yemen'de devam eder-
ken diger yandan da Osmanlinin Yemen'deki
modernizasyon ve yatirimlari da stirmekteydi.
Yalnizca 1902 yilinda Saan’a'da bes adet sana-
yi okulu acilmistir ve sanayi alaninda fakiilte
seviyesinde bir okul da bulunmaktaydi. Ayrica
s0z konusu donemde yeni fabrikalar agilmistir.
Bu fabrikalardan biri de demir-celik fabrika-
stydr. Bunlarin disinda silah ve mithimmat ile
yedek parca fabrikasi da Yemen'de kurulmustu.
Osmanli Yemendeki yatirimlarini siirdiirmek
icin agir sanayi sitesi de kurmustu. Dolayisiyla
Yemen degisik agir sanayi alanlari ile etrafin-
daki pek ¢ok iilkeden 6nce tanisti. Tag komiri
vasitasi ile elektrik tiretme tiniteleri kurulmus-
tur. 1900’lerin basinda kurulan elektrik tiretim
santralleri sayesinde Yemen boélgesinin en ge-
lismis elektrik tiretme kuruluslarina ev sahipli-
gi yapan bir iilke oldu.’

1904 yilinda babasinin éliimii iizerine Imam
secilen Imam Yahya déneminde Sii isyanla-
r1 daha da etkisini artirmigtir. 1905 yilinda
Sanaa’ya giren $ii giicleri en sonunda 1911 y1-
linda Osmanli ile bir 6zerklik anlagsmasi imza-
lamay1 basardilar. 1911 tarihinde izzet Pasa ile
Imam Yahya arasinda yapilan bir antlagma ile
Osmanli Imparatorlugu hem Imam Yahya’nin
Yemen'deki otoritesini hem de Ingiliz isgali al-
tindaki Gliney Yemen iizerindeki hak iddiasini
tanirken fmam Yahya da Osmanli yénetimine
bagl kalacagini kabul etmistir. 1911 Anlagsma-
sinda Imam Yahya ayrica Ismaili Araplarin ya-
sadig1 ve giiniimiizde Suudi Arabistana bagl
olan Idrisi bolgesini kontrol etmeyecegini de
kabul etmisgti.!

Diger yandan Sii milislerle birlikte ingiliz isga-
line karsi baglatilan savas 1913 ve 1914 yilina
kadar siirmiistiir. 1913 yilinda ilk énce Ingil-
tere ile Arabistan topraklarindaki etki alanla-
rinin paylasilmasi konusunda varilan Ingiliz-
Osmanli Sozlesmesi ve ardindan 1914 yilinda
Yemen’deki etki alanlarinin da belirlendigi Mor
Hat sinir1 ile Osmanli Imparatorlugu Aden'deki
Ingiliz egemenligini tanimisti. Mor Hat (Violet
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ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI

line) ayni zamanda Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun
1903-1905 arasi dénemde Ingiltere ile sinir be-
lirleme sirasinda kabul ettigi Yemen vilayetinin
sinirlarini temel almigti.!!

Fakat I. Diinya Savas basladiginda Osmanli
Imparatorlugu Imam Yahya'ya bagh giiclerle
birlikte bu bolgedeki Ingiliz varligina son ver-
mek icin ortak harekatlar diizenlemistir. An-
cak 1918 yilinda Osmanli’'nin yenilmesi sonucu
Yemen'deki Osmanli varlig1 da son bulmustur.
1918 sonrasi déonemde Sana’a merkezi kuzey
Yemen topraklar1 Imam Yahya'nin kontroliine
gecerken Aden merkezli giiney Yemen toprak-
lar1 da Ingiliz denetimi altina girmistir. Savas-
tan 6nce Osmanli Imparatorlugu 7. Orduyu
Sana’a da konuslandirmisti. Gintintizde Askeri
Miize olarak kullanilan askeri binalardan bir
kismi Osmanli zamaninda Sana’a sehrinin en
giizel bolgesinde kurulmustu. Askeri miizenin
oldugu bolge yesil bir aland1 ve bolgede ne-
hirler akmaktaydi. Osmanli sonrasi dénemde
Imam Yahya bu giizel bélgeyi ve askeri binay1
kendi 6zel saray1 olarak kullandi ve adina Mut-
luluk Saray1 dedi. Bu boélgede ayrica Osmanli
doneminden kalma hastane ve saglik ocag1 da
bulunmaktaydi.'

Ayrica, eski Osmanli Askeri Karargédhi Genel-
kurmay Bagskanligi ve Cumhurbaskanhiginin
bugiin ¢alisma ofisi olarak kullanilmaktadir.
Yemen cephesindeki savas 1918 yilina kadar
siirmiistiir. Savasin ardindan imam Yahya 1921
tarihinde TBMM’ye bir mektup goéndererek
yeni kurulan Tiirkiye hiikiimetine baghligini
agiklamistir. Bu baglilik resmi olarak 24 Tem-
muz 1923 tarihli Lozan Antlagsmas: ile son
bulmustur.’® Giiniimiizde Sana’adaki Osmanli
sehitliginin kitabesinin tizerinde “Tmam Yahya
Hagzretleri ile birlikte Islam ugrunda ( Ittihad-i
Islam ugrunda) ifsai hayat eden Osmanli kah-
raman giihedasidir” yazist bulunmaktadir.'
Yemen hiikiimeti daha sonralar1 bu boélgede
bir Tiirk sehitliginin yapilmasina izin vermis ve
topraklar: da Tiirkiye'ye bagislamistir.

Bagimsiz Kuzey Yemen Devletinde Osmanl
Unsurlarn

L. Diinya Savagrnin ardindan Osmanli impa-
ratorlugu Yemen'den gekilmesine karsin, Tiir-
kiye ile Yemen arasindaki toplumsal ve siya-
sal iligkiler son bulmamustir. Savas sirasinda
Ingiltere’nin denetimi altinda Aden’e yaklagik
20 mil kadar yaklasan Osmanli askerlerinin
savastaki basarist Imam Yahya’nin Osmanli as-
kerlerine ve biirokratlarina olan giivenini artir-
mistir. Bu baglamda savastan sonra Yemen'de
kalan bir kisim subay, biirokrat ve askerlerin
Yemen yonetimi tarafindan yeni kurulan Ye-
men devleti icinde 6nemli konumlar elde et-
mesi giindeme gelmistir.

Giuiniimiize Yemen'de yasayan Tiirk kokenli Ye-
menlilerin sayis1 hakkinda net bilgiler bulun-
mamakla birlikte bu sayryr 10 binin dstiinde
oldugu sanilmaktadir. Yemen'de arastirmalarda
bulunan ve sayinin 10 bin dolayinda oldugunu
ifade eden Gediklinin yani sira Erkan Tufan
Aytav ise saymin 100 bin civarinda oldugunu
ileri siirmektedir.'”® Sana’adaki Tiirkerlin sayisi-
nin ise 6 bin civarinda oldugu ileri siiriilmekte-
dir. Sana’ada muhtarinin bir Tiirk oldugu Bir-iil
Azep Mabhallesi gibi Tiirk mahalleleri bulundu-
gu gibi Osmanli askeri olan dedelerinden Tiirk-
¢e konusmay1 6grenen Yemen vatandaslar: da
bulunmaktadir. Yemen'den donmeyenler ara-
sinda yer alan son Osmanli Yemen Valisi Mah-
mud Nedim Pasa’nin, Imam Yahya doneminde
de San’a Valisi olarak gorevine siirdiirmesi dik-
kat cekicidir.'®

Osmanli sonrast donemde yeni bir idari, siyasi
ve askeri yap1 olusturma siirecinde imam Yah-
ya, Yemende kalan Osmanli biirokratlarindan
ve askerlerinden ciddi sekilde yararlanma yo-
luna gitmistir. Diizenli ordunun ilk birlikleri
eski Osmanli askerlerinden olugsmaktaydi. As-
keri yapinin disinda Disisleri danismanlarini
da Osmanlinin geride kalan biirokratlarindan
olusturmustu. Bunlardan en 6nemlisi ve Ye-
men tarihinde oldukca 6nemli bir yere sahip
olan sahsiyet ise Muhammed Ragip Bey'dir.
Ragip Bey I. Diinya Savasrndan sonra ilk 6nce
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Istanbul’a dénmiis ancak Istanbul'da kisa bir
siire kaldiktan sonra tekrar Yemen'e gitmistir.
Imam Yahya tarafindan Disisleri Bakanligi'na
getirilen ve 1960’a Yemen disislerini koordine
eden Ragip Bey, Yemen'in yabanci iilkelerle an-
lasmalar imzalamasina ve Imam Yahya yoéne-
timinin uluslararas: alanda taninmasina ciddi
katkilar yapmustir. Arapca, Tiirkce ve Fransizca
konusan Ragip Bey doneminde Yemen 1928'de
SSCB ile dostluk anlasmasi imzaladiktan son-
ra 1933’de Hollanda, 1954’de 1ngiltere, 1955de
Etiyopya ile de anlagmalar yapmustir. Ozellikle
Yemen'in Ingiltere imzaladig1 anlagma yillardir
sorunlu olan sinirlarinin belirlenmesinde belir-
leyici olmustur. Disisleri Bakani Ragip Bey'in
San’a'daki Askeri Miize'nin giris kisminda ser-
gilenen otomobilinin yani sira miizik alaninda
da Yemen'e yaptig1 katkilar Yemenli entelektii-
eller tarafindan 6vgiiyle anilmaktadir."”

Giiniimiizde Tiirkiye-Yemen iliskileri

Resmi iliskiler: Diplomatik ve Hiikiimetsel
Diizeydeki iliskiler

Yemen'deki Osmanli mirasina ragmen Tiirki-
ye ile Yemen arasindaki hiikiimet diizeyindeki
iliskiler 1990’larin basina kadar istenilen dii-
zeyde gelisme gostermemistir. 20 Aralik 1986
tarihinde Bagbakan Turgut Ozal'in Yemen zi-
yaretinin ardindan 1988 tarihinde San’ada ilk
Tiirkiye Bityiikelciligi acilmistir. Iki Yemen’in
1990 yilinda birlesmesinden sonra da Tirkiye-
Yemen iliskileri diisiik yogunlukta seyretmeye
devam etmistir. Iki taraf arasindaki iliskiler ilk
once Temmuz 2005’te Disigleri Bakani Ab-
dullah Giil'iin islam Konferansi Orgiitii'niin
toplantisi cercevesinde diizenledigi Yemen zi-
yareti; ardindan da Yemen Bagbakani Abdulqa-
dir Bajammal Tiirkiye ziyareti ve Ekim 2005'de
Basbakan Erdoganin Yemen ziyaretiyle de-
gismeye baslamistir. Yemen ziyareti hakkinda
basina bir deme¢ veren dénemin Bagbakani
Erdogan “Bizler pek ¢ok farkli alanda iligkileri
gelistirmek icin Yemen tarafinin gercek arzu-
su oldugunu hissettik” demisti. Erdogan ayrica
Cumhurbaskani Ali Abdullah Salih ile olan go-
riissmesinin oldukga verimli gectigini ve Cum-

hurbaskani Salil'in iki tilke arasindaki iligkile-
rin siyasi, ekonomik, ticari ve kiiltiirel alanda
gelistirilmesi icin kendilerini tesvik ettigini
sozlerine eklemistir.'®

Karsilikli heyetler arasi ziyaretler 2008 yilinin
basinda en iist seviyeye cikmistir. Bu gerceve-
de Yemen Cumhurbaskani Ali Abdullah Salih,
25-26 Subat tarihlerinde Cumhurbagkan1 Ab-
dullah Giil'tin resmi davetlisi olarak Tiirkiye’ye
bir ziyaret gerceklestirmistir. Tirkiye ile Yemen
arasinda cumhurbaskanlar: diizeyinde gercek-
lesen bu ilk ziyarette, taraflar siyasi, ekonomik
ve kiiltiirel iliskilerin yani sira, bolgesel ve ulus-
lararasi konular tizerine fikir aligverisinde bu-
lunmuslardir. Abdullah Salih'in ziyaretine st
diizeyde biirokratlarin yani sira isadamlar1 ve
bakanlarda eslik etmistir. Abdullah Giil ile ya-
pilan goriismede Irak’taki sorunlarin yanisira
Filistin sorunu, terérizmle miicadele, karsilikli
ticari yatirimlarin artirilmasi gibi konular da
gindeme gelmistir.” Yemen Cumhurbagskani
basina verdigi demecte Yemen'in Tiirkiye’nin
Filistin sorunun ¢éziimiinde oynadig: role de-
gindikten sonra Liibnan'daki cumhurbagskanligi
krizinin asilmasinda oynadigi rolden de mem-
nuniyet duydugu ifade etmis ve Yemen'in Gii-
venlik Konseyi gecici tiyeligine adayligini acik-
layan Tiirkiye’yi destekledigini belirtmistir.*

Cumhurbagkant Abdullah Salih'in  ziyare-
ti oncesi ise 7 Eyliil 2005 tarihinde Ankarada
imzalanan “Tiirkiye-Yemen Karma Komite-
si Ucilincii Dénem Toplantisi Protokolii’niin
onaylanmasi islemi gerceklestirilmistir. Proto-
kol kapsaminda ticari, kiltiirel, enerji, saglik
ve turizm gibi bir¢ok alanda ortak ¢alismalarin
yapilmasi kararlastirilmistir.?! 2009 yilinda ta-
raflar arasindaki iligkilerin gelistirilmesine do-
niik bir takim karsilikli ziyaretlerin gerceklesti-
rildigi goriilmektedir. Bu gercevede Subat 2009
tarihinde Disisleri Bakani Ali Babacan Yemen'e
resmi bir ziyaret diizenlemistir. Ozellikle D1-
sisleri Bakan1 Ali Babacan'in ziyareti sirasinda
Tiirkiye-Yemen iliskilerinin gelistirilmesine do-
niik bir takim gabalarin gosterilmesi konusun-
da taraflarin goriis alis verisinde bulunmasin-
dan 6teye giindeme Babacan’in resmi karsilan-
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ma toreni damgasini vurmustur. Uluslararasi
kamuoyu agisindan ziyareti daha da 6nemli ki-
lan gelisme Yemenlilerin Babacan1 karsilarken
Osmanli Valisine uygulanan protokolii uygu-
lamasi olmustur. Boylelikle Yemenli Araplarin
tarihsel olarak Osmanli donemiyle iliski olarak
bir kayg: tasimadiklar1 gibi, s6z konusu done-
min hatiralarini canli tutuklar: algilamasi olus-
mustur. Nitekim Yigal Schleifer tarafindan Fo-
reign Policy dergisinde yayinlanan “Osmanlilar
Dirilisi” baslikli calismada Babacan’a Yemen'de
uygulanan Osmanli Valisi protokoliine vurgu
yapilarak Tiirkiye'nin Arap diinyasinda artan
etkisi bir kez daha giindeme getirilmistir.*
Yemen'deki temaslari sirasinda Yemen Times'in
ilk bayan Genel Editorii Nadia Al Sakkaf’a bir
miilakat veren Babacan iki tilke arasindaki ilis-
kilerin mitkemmel derecede iyi oldugunu ifade
etmistir.

Bakan Babacanin ziyaretinden kisa bir siire
sonra da TBMM Baskan1 Koksal Toptan ve
beraberindeki milletvekili heyeti resmi davetli
olarak Yemen gitmistir. Parlamenterler arasin-
daki gortismelerin ardindan Yemen Cumbhur-
baskani Ali Abdullah Salih’le de bir goriisme
gerceklestiren Meclis Basgkani1 Toptan iki iilke
arasindaki diyalogun gelistirilmesinin 6nemi
tizerinde durmustur. Goriisme sirasinda Ye-
men Cumhurbagkan: Tiirkiye'nin Filistin poli-
tikasinin 6nemini belirtikten sonra Gazze olay-
lar1 sirasinda Tiirkiye'nin oynadigi role vurgu
yapmis ve bu konularda Tirkiye ile isbirligi
yapmak istediklerini ifade etmistir.”

Nitekim resmi diizeyde iliskilerin gelismesi
kisa siirede Tiirkiye’'nin Yemen'de yasanan sid-
det olaylar1 karsisindaki politikalarini da etki-
lemistir. Yemen'de taraflar arasindaki gergin-
ligin tirmandig1 giinlerde Tiirkiye ilk baslarda
sorunun bolgesel bir krize doniismesi endisesi
tasimasina karsin dogrudan i¢ sorunlara mii-
dahil olmamistir. Bununla birlikte Disisleri Ba-
kanlig1 tarafindan yapilan resmi agiklamalarda
Yemen'in toprak biitiinligiiniin desteklendigi
acikca ifade edilmistir. Haziran ayinda $ii giig-
ler ile hiikiimet birlikleri arasindaki gerginli-
gin silahli catismalara donistiigii glinlerde, 18

Haziran 2009'da Disisleri Bakanlig1 tarafindan
konuya doniik yapilan aciklamada “Tirkiye,
Yemen'in istikrarini, ulusal birligini ve toprak
buttnligint desteklemektedir” ifadesi kul-
lanilmigtir. Ag¢iklamanin devaminda “Kokleri
uzun, ortak bir tarihe dayanan ve iligkilerimi-
zin mitkemmel olarak tanimlanabilecegi dost
ve kardes Yemen'de son aylarda meydana gelen,
tilkenin siyasi istikrarini hedef alan siddet olay-
lar1 tiziintiiyle karsilanmaktadir. Yemen'in istik-
rar1 tiim bolgenin baris ve istikrar: i¢in 6nem
tasimaktadir” denmistir.?*

Yemen'de siddet olaylarinin yasandigi Eylil
ayinda Yemen Cumhurbagkani ile bir telefon
goriismesi gerceklestiren Cumhurbagkan: Ab-
dullah Giil hem Abdullah Salih’i bir kez daha
Tirkiye'ye davet etmis hem de Yemen'in ulusal
birligi, istikrar1 ve giivenligine olan destegi-
ni ifade etmistir*® Catismalarin derinlesmesi
tizerine ise 23 Eyliilde Disisleri Bakanlig: tara-
findan yapilan bir aciklamada da siddet olayla-
rindan duyulan kaygilar ifade edildikten sonra
Yemen'’in ulusal birligi ve toprak biitiinliigii te-
melinde ¢6ziime kavusturulmasinin desteklen-
digi ifade edilmistir.*® Tiirkiye’nin Yemen hii-
kiimetine verdigi destek Diinya Gida Programi
tarafindan uluslararasi kamuoyuna duyurulan
yardim ¢agrisina 100 bin ABD Dolar1 tutarin-
da bir nakdi yardimla daha da somutlagmistir.
Sonug olarak Tiirkiye'nin Yemen'de meydana
gelen siddet olaylar1 karsisinda acikga Sana
hiikiimetini desteklemesi dikkat cekicidir. Bu
kapsamda Tiirkiye Yemen'deki sorunlarin agil-
masl i¢in kurulan Yemen'in Dostlar1 grubuna
katilmis ve bu kapsamda Yemen sorununun
¢ozlilmesinde uluslararas: bir ¢aba harcamaya
baglamistir Nitekim Haziran 2010'da Abdullah
Gl tarafindan ulusal birlik giinii miinasebetiy-
le Yemen Cumhurbagkanr’na gonderilen resmi
mektupta Tiirkiye’nin her zaman Yemen'in is-
tikrari, ulusal bitunligi ve giivenligine ver-
digi 6nemi vurgulamis ve bundan sonra da
Ankaranin kardes olarak tanimladiklar1 Ye-
menlilerin yaninda olacagini ifade etmistir.?’
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Tiirkiye ile Yemen Arasindaki Toplumsal ve
Ticari Iliskiler

Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki hiikiimet diize-
yindeki iliskilerin son déonemde hizli bir sekilde
gelisme gostermesine paralel olarak toplumsal
diizeydeki iliskilerin seyri de degismeye basla-
mistir. Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki toplum-
sal diizeydeki iliskiler ekonomik, ticari ve egi-
tim alaninda kendisini gostermektedir. Tiirk
dizilerinin Yemende gosterime girmesi, Tiirk
basin yayin organlari mensuplarinin Yemen'e
ziyaretler diizenlemesi, Tiirkiye’'nin Yemen'deki
bazi tarihi eserlerin onarimini tistlenmesi ve
Yemen'deki Tiirk okullarinin hem sayisal hem
de faaliyet alani olarak etkilerini genisletmele-
ri olduk¢a onemlidir. Yemen'de de gosterime
giren “Nur” dizisi, Turkiye'de gosterimde olan
“Ayna” programinin Yemen belgeseli, Tiirkiye-
Yemen Ortak Komite'nin turizmden saghga
kadar bir¢ok alanda isbirligi gelistirmek i¢in
diizenledigi etkinlikler ve toplantilar ve son
olarak Kasim 2010 tarihinde Tiirk isadamlari-
nin Yemen'de diizenledigi toplanti iki tilke ara-
sindaki iligkilerin hizli bir sekilde degismeye
basladigini gostermektedir.

iki iilke arasindaki toplumsal iliskiler karsilikli
ziyaretlerin Otesinde saglik ve egitim alaninda-
ki isbirligiyle de olduk¢a 6nemli bir agamaya
gelmistir. Haziran 2010 tarihinde gergeklesti-
rilen Tiirkiye-Yemen Ortak Komite 5. Donem
toplantisinda bir yandan turizm alaninda is-
birligi uygulama protokolii imzalanirken diger
yandan da Yemen tarafinin talep ettigi tiniver-
site ve Ustil egitimi ile ilgili burslardaki konten-
jan artirimi talebi de olumlu sekilde karsilan-
mistir. Bu kapsamda bir agiklama yapan Devlet
Bakani ve Basbakan Yardimcisi Biilent Aring,
2010-2011 egitim donemi i¢in lisans diizeyinde
burs sayis1 15, lisans iistii diizeyinde ise 10’a
cikarildigini ve ek olarak da 2011-2012 egitim
doneminden itibaren lisans diizeyindeki burs
sayisinin 20’ye c¢ikarilmasinin 6ngorildiigiini
ifade etmistir.”®

Ankara'daki goriismelere Yemen tarafini temsi-
len katilan Yemen Sanayi ve Ticaret Bakani Yah-

ya El Miitevekkil ise Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasinda
imzalanan turizm alanindaki isbirliginin ote-
sinde ticaret alaninda isbirliginin gelistirilme-
sine doniik bir takim taslaklarin hazirlandigina
dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu goriismelerin sonucunda
¢ok onemli noktalara gelindigini belirten Mii-
tevekkil, “Iki devlet arasinda ekonomi ve ticari
iligkilerin temelini belirlemis olduk. Temenni-
miz bu sene bitmeden iki lilke arasinda is kon-
seyi kurulmasi. Bu konsey iki tilke iliskilerinin
lokomotifi olacaktir” ifadelerini kullanmigtir.?
Nitekim 25 Kasim 2010’da Bagbakan Yardimci-
st Aring’la bir gériisme gerceklestiren Yemen'in
Ankara Biiyiikelcisi bir kez daha ticaret, yati-
rimlar ve turizm alanindaki ikili iliskilerin ge-
listirilmesi isteklerini ifade etmistir.*® Esasinda
Is Konseyi'nin kurulmasina déniik mutabakat
zaptinin 2009 yilinda imzalanmuis ve Tiirk tara-
finin 2010 yilinda Sadik Yildiz’1 kurucu baskan
olarak atamis olmasina karsin Yemen tarafinda
heniiz bir bagkan atanmamis olmasindan kay-
naklanan bir gecikme yasanmaktadir.

Nitekim Yemen Biiyiikelgisinin dikkat cekti-
gi tizere iki iilke arasindaki ekonomik iligkile-
rin istenilen diizeyde olmadig1 goriilmektedir.
Tiirk-Yemen Is Konseyi Kurucu Bagkani Sadik
Yildiz’a gére Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki ticari
ve ekonomik iliskileri gelistirmek amaciyla iki
iilke arasinda 2009 yilinda Tiirkiye-Yemen Is
Konseyi kuruldu. Mevcut ikili ekonomik iliski-
lere bakildiginda ikili ticaretin yetersiz oldugu-
nu ifade eden Yildiz, Tirkiye’nin Yemen’e ihra-
catin 2008 y1ili sonu itibariyle 353 milyon dolar
iken 2009 yilinda bu rakamin ancak 379 milyon
dolara yiikseldigini ifade etmistir. Yemen'den
yapilan ithalat ise 2008 yili sonu itibariyle 703
bin dolar iken bu rakam 2009 yilinda 310 bin
dolara diismiistiir. Iki {ilke arasindaki toplam ti-
caret hacmi ise 2007 yilindan beri siirekli olarak
artmaktadir. 2007°de 274 milyon dolar, 2008'de
354 milyon dolar, 2009 yilinda ise 379 milyon
dolar olarak gerceklesmistir. Tiirkiye ile Yemen
arasindaki ticari iligkilerin artirilmasina doniik
olarak bir “Serbest Ticaret Anlagmasi’nin ya-
pilmasi giindeme gelmektedir. Ancak bu konu-
daki calismalarin siirdiigiinii ifade etmek gere-
kir.?! Yildiz’a gore May1s ve Haziran 2010 aylar1
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icinde Yemen'den Istanbul ve Ankara'ya 4 ayr1
heyet ziyaret ederek ticari igbirliginin gelistiril-
mesi yoniinde goriismelerde bulunmuslardir.
Yildiz Haziran ayi itibariyle Yemen'de faaliyet
gosteren 9 Tirk sirketinin bulundugunu ancak
bu sayinin bolgeye gidecek olan yeni firmalarla
kisa siirede artacagina inandigini ifade etmis-
tir.?

Ekonomik iligkilerin artirilmasina doéniik belki
de en 6nemli sivil girisim, TUSKON koordi-
nasyonunda MARIFED organizasyonuyla 18-
21 Ekim 2010 tarihleri arasinda 57 kisilik bir
isadami1 heyetinin Yemen'e diizenledigi is gezi-
sidir. 19 Ekim giiniit TUSKON ile Yemen Tica-
ret Odalar1 Federasyonu ve San’a Ticaret Odasi
isbirliginde gerceklesen ikili is goriismelerine
Yemen tarafindan yaklasik 350 is adaminin ka-
tilmis olmasi Yemenlilerin ticari acidan Tiirkiye
ile yakin igbirligine verdigi 6nemi gostermek-
tedir. Tiirkiye-Yemen Ticaret ve Yatirim Foru-
mu adi altinda diizenlenen etkinlige Istanbul
ve Ankara’nin disinda Inegél gibi degisik bolge-
lerden katilimlarin olmas: toplumsal diizeyde
Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki diyalogun gelis-
mesine ciddi katk: saglayacaktir.

Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasinda egitim diizeyinde-
ki igbirligine tekrar geri donecek olursak her
yil diizenli olarak Yemen'den lisans ve yiiksek
lisans diizeyde 6grenci aliminin artmasinda rol
oynayan gelismelerden biri stiphesiz Yemen'de
acilan Tiirk okullarinin faaliyetleridir. Nitekim
kolej diizeyinde egitim verilen okullar1 tamam-
layan 6grencilerin daha sonraki donemde lisans
diizeyinden baslamak iizere Tiirkiye'de egitim
alma konusunda daha aktif bir caba icerisin-
de olmaktadir. Temelde Ingilizce olmak iizere
Arapca ve Tirkge derslerinin de verildigi Ulus-
lararas1 Tiirk Okullar1 1998 yilindan itibaren
Yemen'de egitim faaliyetlerinde bulunmaktadur.
2010 yili itibariyle Yemen'in 3 biiyiik kentinde
5 subesi bulunan okulun bagka sehirlerde de
sube acma calismasi siirmektedir. Sana’a, Aden
ve Taiz'deki okullarin iki tilke arasinda salt bir
egitim koprisii islevi gormedigini belirtmek
gerekir3* 2005 yilinda Bagbakan Erdoganin
Yemen ziyaretinin ardindan iligkilerin hizla ge-

lismesi tizerine Yemen hitkiimeti Sana’a da bir
Tirk okulunun agilmasina izin vermisti. Mart
2009 tarihinde ise 550 kisinin 6grenim gordii-
gii okulu ziyaret eden donemin TBMM Baska-
n1 Koksel Toptan'in ziyareti biiyiik bir cosku-
ya yol agmist1.*> Guintimiizde Yemen'deki Tiirk
okullarinin sayisinin 5 oldugu ve bir tiniversite
kurulmasi konusundaki girisimlerin stirdigii
belirtilmekte yarar vardir.

Bu cercevede s6z konusu okullarin ticari an-
lamda da iki toplum arasindaki iligkilerin gelis-
mesinde yapici bir rol oynadigini ifade etmek
gerekir. Ornegin, Yemenli Shafa sirketi kuru-
cusu Abdo Shamakh ile Nigde kokenli Nikita
Tarim Sirketi arasinda Mart 2010'da 1 milyon
dolarlik is anlagsmasinin imzalanmasinda Tirk
okullar1 dolayli olarak olumlu bir rol oynamis-
tir. Yemenli is adami1 Shamakh Tiirkiye'yi ve
Tirk is adamlarini, Yemen'de bulunan Tiirk ko-
lejini ziyaretlerinde daha iyi tanima firsat1 bul-
dugunu ve Tiirkiye'ye yatirim yapmaya karar
vermesinde etkili oldugunu belirtmistir.*®

Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki akademik ve egi-
tim diizeyinde isbirlikleri Haziran 2010 tari-
hinde st diizey konferans ve seminerlerin dii-
zenlenmesini de beraberinde getirmistir. Tiir-
kiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanligi, ORSAM
(Ortadogu Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi)
ve Istanbul Ticaret Odasi isbirligiyle 16 Ha-
ziran 2010 tarihinde Istanbulda diizenlenen
Tirkiye-Yemen Forumu, iki tlke iligkilerinin
bir kez daha giiclii bir sekilde giindeme gelme-
sini saglamustir. Tiirkiye-Yemen Forumu’nun
en 6nemli amaglarindan biri Tirkiye ile Yemen
arasindaki iliskilerin toplumsal ve akademik
ayaginin da gii¢lendirilmesine katki saglamak
iken bir diger amaci da Yemen'deki farkli grup-
lar arasindaki diyalog cabalarini desteklemek
olmustur. Nitekim Forumun diizenlendigi
giinlerde ayn1 zamanda 2007 yilinda tesis edi-
len Tiirk-Arap Isbirligi Forumu (TAF) Dusis-
leri Bakanlar1 Uciincii Toplantis icin Istanbul
bulunan Yemen Disisleri Bakan Yardimcisinin
da katilmasi dikkat cekicidir. Tirkiye-Yemen
Forumuna Yemen tarafindan verilen resmi
destegin yani sira akademisyen ve sivil toplum
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liderlerinden de 6nemli bir katiim olmustu.
Yemenli katilimcilar arasinda eski Yemen Cum-
hurbaskanlarindan Abdurrahman el Iryani'nin
yegeni ve ayni zamanda Arap Kadinlar Birligi
Genel Sekreteri gorevini yiiriiten Remzia Ab-
bas Al Eryani, Sana Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi
Prof. Dr. Amat Alrauf Hussein Mohammed Al
Sharki, Medya Kadin Forumu Bagkani Sayin
Rahma Hugaira, Sana Universitesi Sanat ve Be-
seri Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dekani1 Sayin Hamid al
Awadhi, Yemen Kamuoyu Arastirma Merkezi
Baskani Sayin Hafez Al Bukari, Thamar Uni-
versitesi Rektor Yardimcist Prof. Dr. Amin A.
Al Hemiari, St. Andrews Universitesi Ogretim
Uyesi Dr. Khaled Fattah yer almigtir.’”

Tiirkiye-Yemen Forumunun acilis oturumu
icin bir mesaj gonderen Cumhurbagkan: Ab-
dullah Giil, Istanbul'da diizenlenen Tiirkiye-
Yemen Forumu’na biiyiik bir 6nem verdigini ve
iki tilke arasindaki isbirliginin gelistirilmesini
giiclit bir sekilde destekledigini ifade etmistir.
Cumhurbagkan1 Giil'iin mesajinda, kisa bir
siire icerisinde Yemen Cumhurbaskan1 Abdul-
lah Salih’in davetlisi olarak Yemen'e yapacagi
ziyaretini olduk¢a onemli gordiigiinii ifade et-
mistir. Yemen Biiytikelcisi Nuriye Hamami ise
Tirkiye'nin Ortadoguda oynadigi yapici rol-
den duydugu memnuniyeti belirttikten sonra
Turkiyenin hem Yemenin Dostlar1 Grubuna
verdigi uluslararasi destekten hem de Yemen'in
istikrarina 6zel olarak sundugu katkilardan do-
layt duydugu memnuniyeti ifade etmistir. Iki
tilke arasindaki kokli iliskilere deginen Biiyii-
kelci Al-Hamami, Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasinda-
ki ticaret hacminin yeni yatirimlarla artmasini
temenni ettiklerini belirtikten sonra, ozellikle
toplumsal diizeydeki iligkilerin gii¢lendirilmesi
icin akademik, kiiltiirel ve medya alaninda or-
tak calismalarin yapilmasinin 6nemini vurgu-
lamigt1.®®

Tirkiye ile Yemen arasindaki iligkilerde dikkat
ceken bir diger olguda Yemenli diplomatlarin
Tirkiye ile iliskilere bakisidir. Bu kapsamda
Istanbul'daki Yemen forumuna katilan Ye-
men Disisleri Bakanligi Bakan Yardimcist Dr.
Ali Musenna, Tirkiyenin Yemen'le iliskileri-

ni gelistirme c¢abalarini desteklediklerini ifa-
de ettikten sonra ozellikle uluslararasi alanda
Tirkiye’'nin Yemen'in istikrarina verdigi destegi
dile getirmesi dikkat ¢ekicidir. Yemen Cumhu-
riyeti Disisleri Bakan Yardimcisi Dr. Ali Mu-
senna ayrica Tirkiye'yi demokratik ve modern
yapisi, Islamiyeti ¢agdas bir sekilde yasamasi,
gelismis sanayisi ile 6rnek tilke olarak gordiik-
lerini, Tiirkiye'nin dis politikadaki basarisinin
da Arap diinyas: tarafindan biiyiik bir takdir-
le takip edildigini belirtmistir. Bu baglamda
Yemen'deki Tiirkiye algisinin bir¢ok toplumsal
unsurda kendisini farkl bir sekilde gosterdigi-
ni belirtmek gerekir. Konuya daha detayli bak-
makta yarar vardir.

Yemen’deki Tiirkiye Algis1

Yemenlilerin Tiirkiye algisini besleyen oldukca
farkli unsurlarin oldugunu belirtmek gerekir.
Bu kapsamda Osmanl dénemi, imam Yahya
donemi ve son olarak 2003 Irak Savasi sonra-
st Tirkiye’'nin Ortadogu politikasinin Yemen-
lilerin Tiirkiye algisinin olusmasinda 6nemli
bir rol oynadigini belirtmek gerekir. Osmanl
donemine iliskin olarak Yemenlilerin arasinda
birbiriyle farklilagsan bir algiya sahip olduklar1
gorilmektedir. Sayin Iryani'ye gore Osmanl
Imparatorlugu Yemen'deki denetimi bu toprak-
lar1 ve Mekke ile Medine gibi kutsal bolgeleri
Avrupali somiirgecilere karsi korumak i¢indi.*

Ayni sekilde Al Sharki de Osmanli dénemine
iliskin ilgin¢ detaylar {izerinde durmaktadur.
Yemenlilerin Osmanlinin Yemen'deki varligina
Ingilizce isgal anlamina gelen “occupation” ola-
rak kullanmadiklarini bu kavram yerine varligi
anlamina gelen “Presence” kavramiyla ifade et-
tiklerini belirtmektedir. Nitekim Osmanli do-
nemine iliskin olarak da Yemenliler Arapga “Ih-
tilal al Ottoman” degil de “Vucud el-Ottoman’
kavramlarini kullandiklari belirtilmektedir. S6z
konusu kavramlar1 engilizceye cevirdigimizde
ise iggal kelimesi yerine varlik kelimesini kul-
lanmak daha dogru bir ter¢time olmaktadir.*

Bu baglamda bir kez daha dénemin Disisleri
Bakani Babacan’in Yemen ziyaretini irdelemek-
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te yarar vardir. Yukarida da vurgulandig: iizere
s0z konusu ziyarette Yemenliler Babacan’ eski
Osmanli Valilerini karsilarken diizenledikleri
protokol ve heyecanla karsilama yoluna gitmis-
lerdir. Schleifer’de vurguladig: tizere, torende
karsilayan gruplar icinde 6nemli kabile reisleri-
nin de bulunmasi dikkat cekicidir. Yemen'deki
Osmanl algisi ile diger Arap iilkelerindeki al-
ginin birbirinden farkli oldugunu bir kez daha
belirtmek gerekir. Elbette bunun birgok nedeni
bulunmaktadir. Osmanli dénemi bir yaniyla
catismaci iken bir diger yaniyla da uzlasmaci
ve isbirligi donemi olarak ele alinmalidir. Bir-
¢ok yazar Osmanli-Arap iliskilerini ele alirken
agirlikli olarak catismaci donemlere vurgu
yapmaktadir. Oysa Yemen tarihinde de goril-
dugi tizere taraflar catismadan ziyade isbirligi
icinde hareket etmislerdir. I. Diinya savasinda
hem Osmanl: askerleri hem de Imam Yahya'ya
bagli gruplardan ¢ok sayida insan, Ingilizlerle
yapilan savasta ayni cephede yasamlarini yitir-
mislerdir. Osmanli sonrasi donemde Ragip Bey
gibi biirokratlarin Yemen'de 6nemli mevkilere
gelisi Yemenliler agisindan bir sorun teskil et-
medigi gibi bu sahsiyetler Yemen'in 6nemli de-
gerleri olarak goriilmektedirler.

Nitekim Yemen'deki demokratiklesme siireci
tizerinde duran Yemenlilerin bir kisminin bu-
nun Osmanli doneminden itibaren baslatilma-
s1 gerektigini ileri stirmesi dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu
baglamda Osmanli hakimiyetindeki donemini
Yemen'in kalkinma déneminin baslangici oldu-
gunu ifade eden Iryani’e gore Yemen'deki parla-
mento sistemi de Osmanli doneminden kalma-
dir. Osmanli doneminde Yemen'in bir vilayet
olarak parlamentoda temsil edildigine dikkat
ceken Iryani ayrica her vilayette yonetim mec-
lislerinin olusturularak yerel unsurlarin siyasal
stirece katilimin saglandigini belirtmektedir.*

Aksam gazetesi yazarlarindan Senay Yildiz da
Yemen'deki arastirmasinda sozkonusu olgu-
ya dikkat cekmektedir. Iman Universitesi da-
hil olmak iizere bir¢cok yerde arastirma yapma
imkani bulan Yildiz’a gore Yemenliler Osmanli
donemine isgal altindaki bir donem olarak bak-
mamaktadirlar. Osmanl tarihini olumlu yakla-

san Yemenlilerin ayni zamanda giincel olarak
da Tiirkiye'deki politik siireci yakindan takip
ettiklerini ifade etmektedir. Yemen sokaklarin-
da bir bayan olmasina karsin ¢ok rahat arastir-
ma yapabildigini ve Yemenlilerin kendilerine
cok yardimc1 oldugunu arastirma yazisinda or-
taya koymaktadir.*?

Bu noktada Yemen Disisleri Bakan Yardimci-
st Ali Musenna'nin Yemen'in en az {i¢ yonden
Turkiye'yi ornek almasi gerektigine dikkat
cekmektedir. Dr. Ali Musenna’a gore Turkiye,
siyasi yonlerde ve demokratik gelisim konu-
sunda Arap {ilkelerinden ileridedir. Bunun yani
sira, ¢agiyla uyumu yakalamis bir Islam iilkesi
olarak, Islami modernlesme karsit1 bir pozis-
yonda gormek isteyenlerin yanildigini goste-
ren bir 6rnek olarak da uluslararasi toplumun
gozlemleyebildigi bir tilkedir. Dr. Musenna’a
gore Tirkiye'nin 6rnek oldugu ikinci bir alan
da sanayi alaninda gosterdigi gelismelerdir.
Bu 6rnek gelisme, kalkinma ve ¢agdas bir mo-
del ortaya koymaktadir. Musenna Araplarin
ve Miisluman iilkelerinde Tiirkiye'nin ortaya
koydugu bu 6rnek iizerinde 6nemle durmalari
gerektigini ifade etmektedir. Yemenliler agisin-
dan Tirkiye'nin 6rnek teskil ettigi ticiincii konu
ise Tiirk Disisleri’'nin uluslararasi alanda izledi-
gi siyasettir. Tiirkiye'nin uluslararas: toplumla
kurdugu iliski sayesinde Bati ile Dogu arasinda
olumlu bir koprii olusturmay1 basardigini ifade
eden Musenna’a gore Tiirkiye'nin dis politikasi
Arap diinyas: tarafindan saygi ile karsilanmak-
tadir.”®

Dr. Khaled Fattah ise Yemenlilerin Tiirkiye al-
gisina oldukca farkli bir sekilde yaklagmakta-
dir. Tiirkiye’nin Arap ve Islam alemi agisinda
onemsenen bir iilke haline geldigini ifade eden
Fattah'a gore son donemlerde Tiirk dizilerinin
Yemen dahil Arap diinyasinda gosterime gir-
mesi bu halklarin Tiirkiye bakisini ciddi sekilde
etkilemistir. Tiirkiye’'nin Yemenlilerin goziinde
modern ve gelismis bir iilke olarak algilandigini
ifade eden Fattaha gore Tirk dis politikasinin
Filistin ve Irak sorununda izledigi siyaset Ye-
menliler tarafindan dikkatle takip edilmistir.
Tirk dis politikasinda son dénemdeki Yemenli
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aydinlarin bakislarini Tiirkiye'ye ¢evirmesinde
olduk¢a 6nemli bir rol oynadigini ifade edil-
mektedir.**

Tiim bunlarin iistiine 2010 yili icerisinde Tha-
mar Universite tarafindan {iniversite persone-
li ve 6grencilerini kapsayan ve Tirkiye'nin dis
politikas1 ve Tirkiye'nin uluslararas: iligkiler-
deki roliiniin nasil algisina doniik yapilan anket
calismasina yer vermek yerinde olacaktir. An-
ket calismasi toplam 13 bay 3 bayan 16 6gretim
tiyesi, 30 bay ve 8 bayan toplam 38 iiniversite
idari personeli ile 104 bay ile 42 bayan 146 6g-
renci lizerinde gerceklestirilmistir. Anket 2010
Haziraninda tamamlanmis olup Istanbul'da
diizenlenen Yemen Forumu’nda sunulmustur.®®

Anket sonuclarina bakildiginda ankete katilan-
larin ytizde 79.5'inin Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu'nun
baris ve istikrari iizerinde 6nemli bir rol oy-
nayabilecegi distindiigii ortaya koymakta-
dir. Bu cercevede Yemenlilerin Tirkiye'nin
Ortadogu’'nun istikrarina ve barisina 6nemli bir
katk: saglayabilecegine inanmaktadir. Calisma-
ya katilanlardan ytizde 70'i de Ortadoguda iz-
lenen yeni Tiirk dis politikasinin Ortadogunun
yararina oldugunu belirtmektedir. Bu noktada
dikkat ¢eken bir diger olgu ise ¢alismaya ka-
tilan 13 {niversite profesorlerinden 12’sinin
Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu politikasini olumlu de-
gerlendirmesi olmustur. Dolayisiyla Tiirkiye’nin
komsulariyla iliskilerine yonelik olarak da an-
kete katilanlardan yiizde 83.5'inin ise komsu-
larla yiriitiilen iligkilerden memnun oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bir anlamda komsularla sifir
sorun hedefi altinda yiiriitiilen politika Yemen
kamuoyu iizerinde etkili bir kabul gormektedir.
Ayrica caligmaya katilanlardan yitizde 66.5i de
Tiirkiye’'nin Ortadogu tilkeleri arasinda var olan
sorunlarin ¢oziimiinde etkili bir rol oynayaca-
gin1 ifade etmistir. Bu cercevede Tiirkiye'nin
dile getirdigi arabulucu roliiniin Yemenliler ta-
rafindan kabul goriildiigiine isaret etmek gere-
kir. Diger yandan anket calismasi Yemenlilerin
Tiirkiye'nin ekonomik olarak Ortadogu'da daha
aktif bir rol oynayabilecegine inandigini goste-
rirken bunlardan yiizde 9u ise Tiirkiye'nin kiil-

tiirel diizeyde de Ortadoguda rol alabilecegine
dikkat cekmektedir.*

Anket calismasina katilan 6grenci, Ogretim
iyesi ve idari personelin 6nemli bir kismi Tiir-
kiye ile Yemen arasindaki iliskiler her alanda
gelistirilmesini desteklediklerini ifade etmek-
tedir. Ayrica anket calismasina katilanlarin
o6nemli bir kismi da Tiirkiye’nin Bati'ya karsi
dengeleyici bir iilke olarak 6ne ¢ikmasini iste-
dikleri gortilmektedir. Ankete Bati ile iligkileri
ile ilgili sorular verilen yanitlarda dikkat ceki-
cidir. Ankete katilanlarin yaklasik yiizde 641,
yeni diye tanimladiklar1 Tiirk dis politikasinin
Tiirkiye'nin Bati ile olan iligkilerine negatif bir
etkisinin olmayacagini ifade etmistir. Katilim-
cilarin yaklasik yiizde 46’s1 ise Batu ile iyi iligki-
lere sahip bir Tiirkiye’'nin Ortadogu iilkelerinin
istikrar ve barigsina olumlu katki yapacagina
inanmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin Filistin politikasina
verilen destek ise ankette yaklasik ytizde 83
cikmaktadir. Ankete katilanlardan yiizde 85.5%,
Tiirkiye ile Yemen arasinda ozellikle ekonomik,
egitim ve kiiltirel isbirliginin gelistirilmesini
desteklemektedir.*”

Thamar Universite Rektoér Yardimcisi Amin
A. Al Hemiari ile Khalil S. Al Wagih tara-
findan gerceklestirilen ve 1. Tiirkiye-Yemen
Forumu’nda sunulan toplam 16 sorudan olusan
anketin bir kismina bu noktada yer vermekte
yarar bulunmaktadir. Anket sonuclarindan ha-
reket edildiginde iki iilke arasindaki iligkilerin
kisa bir siire icerisinde daha hizli bir gelisme
gostermesi kuvvetle muhtemeldir.

Sonuc

Tiirkiye-Yemen iligkilerinin tarihsel, kiilttirel ve
sivasal diizeydeki arka plani uzun bir ge¢mise
sahiptir. iki taraf arasindaki siyasal iliski boyu-
tunu Abbasilerle baslatabiliriz. Sel¢uklularin
Bagdat’a gelisiyle birlikte Yemenlilerle siyasal
iliski siireci de baglamis olmaktadir. S6z konu-
su iliskiler Memluklularla siirmiis ve son ola-
rak da Osmanllarla birlikte I. Diinya Savasi'nin
sonunda fiili bir birliktelik haline doniismis-
tlir. Tim bu donemleri birlikte ele aldigimizda

www.orsam.org.tr

15



16

ORTADOGU STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI

iki toplum arasinda kiiltiirel diizeyden siyasal
diizeye kadar bir¢ok etkilesimin olmasinin ka-
cinilmaz oldugunu gérmekteyiz. Iki iilkenin
kiltiirtiniin birbirine katkida bulunmus olmasi,
bu iki iilke arasindaki 6rf ve adetlerin benzer
olmasi, ortak tarihi iligkilerin olmasi iki tlke
arasindaki iligkilerin gelismesine ciddi katki
saglamaktadir.

Ragip Bey gibi sahsiyetlerin yan1 sira Osmanli
kislasi diye bilinen ve daha 6nce restore edilen
binalarin Halen Yemen Genelkurmay Baskanli-
g1 ve Cumhurbaskani Ali Abdullah Salih'in ofisi
olarak kullanilmasi da iki toplum arasindaki iyi
iliskilerin bir isareti olarak algilanmalidir. Son
donemde Tiirkiye tarafindan finanse edilen ve
eski Osmanli eserlerini iceren bazi restorasyon
caligmalarinin Yemen tarafindan da desteklen-
mesi dikkat cekicidir. Nitekim restore edilecek
yerler arasinda cami ve kalelerin yani Ragip
Pasa’nin evinin bulunmasi olduk¢a anlamlidir.

Dolayisiyla Tirk Yemen iligkilerinin oldukga
koklit oldugunu bir kez daha belirmekte yarar
vardir. Esasinda sozkonusu kiltiirel, tarihsel

ve toplumsal linkler ve birliktelikler, iki top-
lumun bir¢ok alanda birlikte ortaya c¢ikardigi
bir mirastir. Yemen politikasinda 6nemli ko-
numlar elde etmis eski Cumhurbaskanin ye-
geni Iryani'ye gore iki iilke arasindaki yakinlik
sadece bununla kalmayip mimari konularda
dahi benzerlikler gostermektedir. Tim bunlara
ragmen iliskilerin yaklasik 80 yil boyunca cid-
di bir ilerleme gostermemesini her iki tilkenin
kars1 karsiya kaldig1 bolgesel ve kiiresel sorun-
lar1 dikkate alarak distinmek gerekir. Nitekim
1990 sonrasi uluslararasi sistemde ve bolgesel
giivenlik algilamalarinda yasanan degisimin
de etkisiyle, Tiirk-Yemen iliskileri aradaki dip-
lomatik iligkilerin olumlu yonde gelismeye ve
hatta ivme kazanmaya baslamistir. Tiirk okulla-
rinin agilmasi, karsilikli ziyaretler ve son olarak
da ekonomik iligskilerde ve ticaret hacminde de
onemli isbirligi alanlar1 yaratilmaya baslanmis-
tir. Tam bu isbirligi siirecini karsilikli saygi ve
ortak cikarlarin gelistirilmesi temelinde stirdii-
rillen diyalogun bir sonucu olarak gormek ge-
rekir. Sonug olarak iki tilke arasindaki iligkilerin
kisa siirede daha da giiclenerek gelisecegi ileri
stiriilebilir.
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Tiirkiye'nin Uluslararasi lliskilerdeki Roliiniin Nasil Algilandigina iliskin Olarak Yemen'deki
Thamar Universitesi Tarafindan Yaptirilan Anketteki Bazi Sorulara Verilen Yanitlar

‘Do you believe that Turkey can play a significant role on the peace and stability of the Middle East

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Yes 13 100.0 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator Male Don't
Know 2 6.7 6.7 6.7
No 2 6.7 6.7 13.3
Yes 26 86.7 86.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 1 12.5 12.5 12.5
No 1 12.5 12.5 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 10 9.6 9.6 9.6
No 11 10.6 10.6 20.2
Yes 83 79.8 79.8 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 6 14.3 14.3 14.3
No 8 19.0 19.0 33.3
Yes 28 66.7 66.7 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0

2-Do you think that the recent Turkey foreign policy in the ME will serve the region?

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency | Percent Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Don't
Know 1 7.7 7.7 7.7
Yes 12 92.3 92.3 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator  Male Don't
Know 2 6.7 6.7 6.7
No 2 6.7 6.7 13.3
Yes 26 86.7 86.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 15 14.4 14.4 14.4
No 16 15.4 15.4 29.8
Yes 73 70.2 70.2 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 12 28.6 28.6 28.6
No 10 23.8 23.8 52.4
Yes 20 47.6 47.6 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0
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12-Are you satisfied with the economic, educational and cultural cooperation between Yemen and

Turkey?
Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male No 1 84.6 84.6 84.6
Yes 2 15.4 15.4 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female No 2 66.7 66.7 66.7
Yes 1 333 333 100.0
Total 3 100.0 100.0
Administrator Male Don't
Know 4 13.3 133 13.3
No 12 40.0 40.0 53.3
Yes 14 46.7 46.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
No 5 62.5 62.5 87.5
Yes 1 125 125 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 14 135 135 13.5
No 52 50.0 50.0 63.5
Yes 38 36.5 36.5 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 4 9.5 9.5 9.5
No 24 57.1 571 66.7
Yes 14 33.3 33.3 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0

13-Do you want to see more cooperation in all fields between Yemen and Turkey?

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Don't
Know 1 7.7 7.7 7.7
Yes 12 92.3 92.3 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator  Male No 1 3.3 3.3 3.3
Yes 29 96.7 96.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female No 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 3 29 2.9 2.9
No 11 10.6 10.6 13.5
Yes 90 86.5 86.5 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 4.8 4.8 4.8
No 9 214 214 26.2
Yes 31 73.8 73.8 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0
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History

In Turkey, the shortage of research on the Middle East grew more conspicuous than ever during
the early 90’s. Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies (ORSAM) was established in January
1, 2009 in order to provide relevant information to the general public and to the foreign policy
community. The institute underwent an intensive structuring process, beginning to concentrate
exclusively on Middle Eastern affairs.

Outlook on the Middle Eastern World

It is certain that the Middle East harbors a variety of interconnected problems. However, neither
the Middle East nor its people ought to be stigmatized by images with negative connotations. Gi-
ven the strength of their populations, Middle Eastern states possess the potential to activate their
inner dynamics in order to begin peaceful mobilizations for development. Respect for people’s
willingness to live together, respect for the sovereign rights of states and respect for basic human
rights and individual freedoms are the prerequisites for assuring peace and tranquility, both
domestically and internationally. In this context, Turkey must continue to make constructive
contributions to the establishment of regional stability and prosperity in its vicinity.

ORSAM'’s Think-Tank Research

ORSAM, provides the general public and decision-making organizations with enlightening in-
formation about international politics in order to promote a healthier understanding of inter-
national policy issues and to help them to adopt appropriate positions. In order to present effec-
tive solutions, ORSAM supports high quality research by intellectuals and researchers that are
competent in a variety of disciplines. ORSAM’s strong publishing capacity transmits meticulous
analyses of regional developments and trends to the interested parties. With its web site, its bo-
oks, reports, and periodicals, ORSAM supports the development of Middle Eastern literature on
a national and international scale. ORSAM facilitates the sharing of knowledge and ideas with
the Turkish and international communities by inviting statesmen, bureaucrats, academics, stra-
tegists, businessmen, journalists and NGO representatives to Turkey.
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PREFACE

Following the publication of two reports related to Yemen we remained focused on the
country’s developments and continued our activities. In this context we organized the “I.
Turkey-Yemen Forum” in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce the in Istanbul. This meeting, which was held in the presence of
many Yemeni guests, was the first of its kind. Due to the fact that bilateral relations were
discussed elaborately on a high-level, the forum offered room for consideration in various
fields, encompassing political relations, security, history, culture and economy. We, as
ORSAM, now continue our efforts to organize a second forum after the I. Turkey-Yemen
Forum, this time in Yemen.

In fact, the report of Ass. Prof. Dr. Veysel Ayhan, our consultant on the Middle East, is
very much different as it discusses the relations of Turkey and Yemen, tracing it back
until the beginning of the 15" century. In fact, there are several aspects which highlight
the extraordinary nature of these relations. In this case it is striking to see that Ottoman
soldiers had been fighting for the independence of Southern Yemen under the leadership
of Imam Yahya until the end of WWI. After WWI, when Northern Yemen emerged as
an independent republic under the leadership of Imam Yahya the fact that soldiers and
bureaucrats who remained within the former Ottoman region assumed important posts
within the government shows how deep-rooted the relations between these two societies
actually are. In face of Turkish investors visiting Yemen, the establishment of more and
more Turkish schools in Yemen and the increase in mutual visits, we regarded it necessary
to evaluate Turkey-Yemen relations in a contemporary.

In the name of ORSAM I would like to express my pleasure at the opportunity to present
you our recent report “Turkey-Yemen Relations and the Perception of Turkey in Yemen”
in the hope of contributing to a better understanding and positive development of Turkey-
Yemen relations.

With best regards,

Hasan Kanbolat
Director
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Abstract

In spite of the Ottoman heritage in Yemen bilateral relations between Turkey and Yemen did not de-
velop on the desired level until the beginning of the nineties. Following the Yemen visit of then Prime
Minister Turgut Ozal on December 20, 1986, the first Turkish embassy (in Yemen) was opened 1988
in Sanaa. However, in the period after 1990 Turkey-Yemen relations developed in different fields, en-
compassing health care, tourism and education. After Ali Abdullah Saleh, President of Yemen, visited
Turkey in 2008, several mutual visits have been made on an official level since then. The forthcoming
official Yemen visit of Abdullah Giil, President of Turkey, at the beginning of 2011 will bring this issue
back on the agenda once again.

In the Post-Cold War period Yemen faced serious problems. After 2000, Yemen, having experienced
serious problems with its Arab neighboring countries following the breakout of the Gulf War in 1991,
was torn between Al-Kaida terrorism and an internal strife with Hutsi groups, which opposed the re-
gime. As the civil war escalated, Turkey both provided humanitarian aid and pledged its support for
the stability national unity and territorial sovereignty of Yemen.

In this context, the support of the Yemeni government also emerged as an important cause on an in-
ternational level. As a matter of fact, Turkey actively supported the Friends of Yemen group, which was
established in January 2000 in London, and tried to assume the role of a mediator in Yemen to end
violent clashes between different Yemeni groups.
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Introduction

In spite of the fact that the Turkish-Yemeni re-
lations rely on historical, cultural and politi-
cal ties, which can be traced far into the past,
cooperation had not been developed on a level
desired by both of the countries until the begin-
ning of the nineties. Yet from the nineties on a
remarkable cooperation in the field of trade,
health care, tourism and education can be wit-
nessed. After the visit of Ali Abdullah, President
of Yemen, in 2008 it was Abdullah Giil, himself
President of Turkey, who brought this coopera-
tion on the daily agenda again during his offici-
al visit of Yemen in 2010. Subject of this work
is a study on the historical, cultural and social
aspects of the Turkish-Yemeni relations from
the past until today.

Yemen during the Ottoman Empire

The Turkish-Yemeni relations date back to the
rule of the Mamluks in Egypt. First of all we
have to consider that Yemen was also part of
the Mamluk Empire, which was founded with
the help of soldiers of Turkish and Caucasian
descent. As a matter of fact Yemen was under
Mamluk rule when the Ottoman Empire, in the
times of Sultan Yavuz Selim, started military
campaigns in Syria and Egypt respectively. Yet
it was Amir Iskender Bey, of Caucasian des-
cent, who emerged as the distinguished figure
in these events. Following the death of Amir
Beresbay, who was killed by rioters after he
ended the rule of the Tahir dynasty, who had
established their own rule in Yemen, Isken-
der Bey was sent to take his place. When Sul-
tan Yavuz Selim, upon his victory against the
Mamluks in 1517, took over the rule in Cairo,
the Circassian Beyi Amir Iskender declared his
loyalty to the Ottoman Sultan and issued a dec-
ree, whereupon the name of the Ottoman Sul-
tan is to be read during the khutba in the mos-
que. While Amir Iskender mainly exalted his
influence over Sana’a and the coastal regions in
the west of Yemen, the south of Yemen was un-
der the rule of others. In the period prior to the
Ottoman rule Yemen witnessed the struggle of

the Mamluks and Portuguese for its territories.
Consequently in 1513 a fleet under the com-
mand of the famous Portuguese admiral Albu-
querque entered the Red Sea and tried to gain
control over Yemen and Habeshistan. After
this campaign the Mamluks, under the com-
mand of Selman Reis and Huseyin Bey, both
from Anatolian origin, started a far-reaching
campaign to free territories, extending far into
India, from the Portuguese. At the times when
the Ottomans ended the rule of the Mamluks,
thus thwarting the plans to take Aden under
supervisory control, Selman Reis and Huseyin
Bey went to Jeddah. When the news of the
Mamluk defeat spread across the Arabian Pe-
ninsula and in particular Yemen, Iskender Bey
and Selman Reis at once declared their loyalty
to the Ottoman Empire. Thus Yemen became,
albeit indirectly, a part of the Ottoman Empi-
re.!

At the times of Ahmed Bey’s Beylerbeydom in
Egypt, the Ottoman Empire took further mea-
sures against Yemen, which only paid lip ser-
vice to Ottoman authorities but in fact acted
independently from them. At first, a fleet un-
der the command of Selman Reis and Huseyin
Bey ended Mamluk rule in Yemen. In 1524 the
territories of Yemen came under the control
of Huseyin Bey. Yet Ottoman forces failed to
exalt supervisory control over the city of Aden,
which is part of Yemen. In fact Huseyin Bey’s
rule in Yemen did not last long and only after
a short time he lost his rule to Mustafa Bey. In
1527 when Hayrettin Bey killed Selman Reis
and exalted his rule over Yemen, he himself
was deprived from his power by Selman Reis’
nephews.? Unlike the problems witnessed in
the coastal regions, Shi'i imams in the inner
land declared their independence. Hence it can
be said that the establishment of the Ottoman
administration coincided with a serious do-
mestic instability. This situation changed when
Hadim Suleiman Pasha, governor of Egypt,
set for a campaign to India in 1538. After the
campaign of Suleiman Pasha Ottoman rule
was established in Yemen again. The Ottoman
Empire granted Yemen the status of Beylerbey-

www.orsam.org.tr
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dom and Mustafa Pasha, Sanjak Bey of Gaza,
was appointed.® In spite of the campaigns, as
mentioned above, Shi'i Imams continued their
uprising. The Ottoman Empire, at the one hand
increased its influence over the Shi’i population
and on the other hand granted the Sunni Yeme-
nites, to whom the Ottoman Empire referred to
as Mazlum, a Sanjak in return for their loyalty.*

While the Ottoman Empire struggled to incre-
ase its influence over Yemen, both Imam Mu-
tahhar in 1567 and Imam Kazim in 1595, res-
pectively, claimed their Imamate and rose up in
arms against the Ottomans. As a matter of fact
Ottoman forces, which regained control over
Sana’a in 1570, did not to succeed in consoli-
dating their authority over the Shi’i population
on a desired level in spite of Ja'far Pasha’s at-
tempts to do so in 1608-1616.> After Imam Ka-
zim (died in 1620), who had urged several Shi’i
tribes to join forces, his children continued the
uprising and gained control over northern Ye-
men in 1636.° While Ottoman rule declined in
the inner land, Aden and the coastal strip along
the Red Sea remained under Ottoman control.
In this context it is worth mentioning that the
British, who dominated martime trade in the
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean from 1840 on,
requested permission from the Ottoman Empi-
re to set up a coal depot in the surroundings of
Aden. In the following period the policy of the
Ottoman Empire vis-a-vis Yemen was strongly
influenced by the attempts of the Portuguese,
and later on the French, British and German,
to exalt their influence over this region. As a
matter of fact Great Britain occupied Aden and
established military rule over southern Yemen.
In 1849, the Ottoman Empire, which was anxi-
ous about the struggle for territories in Yemen,
carried out a successful campaign in northern
Yemen under the command of the Cypriot
Tevfik Pasha.” Consequently a significant part
of Yemen’s territory was regained by the Ot-
toman Empire in 1849. In spite of temporary
uprisings, supervisory control was established
over Sana’a in 1872. This event coincided with
another event, which was of significant impor-
tance in both Yemeni and Arab history. In the

very same year the first Arab newspaper was
published in Yemen.®

At the beginning of the 20" century Shi’i upri-
sings continued under the leadership of Man-
sur Muhammed (Imam Yahya’s father) while
the Ottomans initiated modernization via se-
veral investments. In the year 1902 alone, five
industrial schools were opened, of which one
was at the level of a faculty. Besides, this pe-
riod also witnessed the establishment of new
factories. One of these factories was an iron-
steel factory. In addition to weapon and ammu-
nition factories, also a factory for replacement
goods was built in Yemen. The Ottomans set
up a site for heavy industry in order to continue
its investments. For this reason Yemen distin-
guished itself with an industrial sector higher
developed than in many of its surrounding co-
untries. On behalf of its stone coal resources,
which served as fuel in power stations, Yemen,
due to its power stations, emerged as the most
developed country in this region in terms of
electricity supply.’

In 1904, following Imam Yahya’s succession
to power after his father’s death, Shi’i uprising
became more palpable. Shi’i forces, which fell
into Sana’a in 1905 even succeeded in signing
an agreement with the Ottomans, granting
their autonomy. According to an agreement
signed between Izzet Pasha and Imam Yahya
in 1911, the Ottoman Empire recognized both
Imam Yahya’s and the British’ claim to power,
who had occupied southern Yemen. In return
Imam Yahya acknowledged his adherence to
Ottoman rule. In the agreement of 1911, Imam
Yahya furthermore gave up his claim on the re-
gion of al-Idrisi, which is populated by Ismaili-
tes and nowadays part of Saudi-Arabia.'

On the other hand the war against the British
occupation, which was fought together with
Shi’i militia, lasted from 1913 to 1914. In ac-
cordance to the British-Ottoman agreement
signed in 1913, the Violet Line formed the bor-
derline of the Ottoman and the British sphere
of influence in Yemen and constituted the bor-
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der of the province of Yemen between 1903 and
1905. The agreement furthermore regulates the
distribution of Arab territories and recognizes
British sovereignty in Aden."

In the wake of WWI however, the Ottoman
Empire joined forces with the Imam Yahya’s
militia to fight off the British. Yet in 1918, the
defeat of the Ottoman Empire marked the end
of Ottoman presence in Yemen. After 1918,
the territories in the north around the capital
Sana’a came under the rule of Imam Yahya,
while the territories in the south with its capital
Aden came under British supervisory control.
Prior to the war, the Ottoman Empire set up its
7™ army there. Some of the buildings which are
nowadays used as a military museum were built
in the times of the Ottoman Empire in the most
beautiful region of Sana’a. The historical site of
the military museum was surrounded by green
areas and rivers, flowing through the region. In
the Post-Ottoman period yet, the military buil-
dings and beautiful surroundings were used as
a residence by Imam Yahya, who referred to it
as the “Palace of Happiness” Besides a village
clinic and a hospital are two other remainders
of the Ottoman period.'?

Moreover, the old Ottoman military base is no-
wadays used as the working office of the Ge-
neral Staff and the President. The war on the
Yemen front lasted until 1918. After the war
Imam Yahya sent a letter to the Turkish Nati-
onal Assembly in 1921, in which he declared
his adherence to the newly established Turkish
government. This adherence was officially
annulated on July 24", 1923, in the Lausanne
agreement.'? The epigraph of the Ottoman me-
morial site is still in place, stating: “The memo-
rial site for the Ottoman heroes who lost their
lives together with the followers of Imam Yahya
for the sake of Islam” (fmam Yahya Hazretle-
ri ile birlikte Islam ugrunda (Ittihad-i Islam
ugrunda) ifsai hayat eden Osmanl kahraman
siihedasidir”** The government of Yemen later
on granted permission for a memorial site to be
set up for the Turkish soldiers who were killed

in the war and the territories were donated to
Turkey.

Ottoman Elements in the Independent State
of Northern Yemen

Following WWI, when the Ottoman Empire
withdrew from Yemen, Turkish-Yemeni re-
lations continued in the social and political
spheres. The military success of the Ottoman
soldiers, who approached the city of Aden, oc-
cupied by Great Britain, until 20 miles inspired
Imam Yahya’s confidence in Ottoman soldiers
and bureaucrats. Thus the fact that a part of
military officers, bureaucrats and soldiers who
remained in Yemen occupied high positions in
the state, recently established by the Yemen go-
vernment has to be interpreted in this context.

Nowadays, over 10.000 Yemeni Turks live wit-
hin the borders of Yemen. It has been stated
that the number of Turks living in Sana’a amo-
unt to nearly 6000. For instance, the Bir-ul Azeb
district is only one of several Turkish districts
governed by a Turkish mukhtar, as well as there
are Yemen citizens who learned Turkish from
their Ottoman forefathers. After Prime Minis-
ter Erdogan paid visit to Yemen in 2005, the
government of Yemen granted permission to
establish a Turkish school in Sana’a. On March
2009, the visit of Koksel Toptan, then member
of the Turkish National Assembly, caused an
enthusiastic stir at the school, where 550 pu-
pils are educated.’”> Nowadays there are three
Turkish schools in Yemen and the preparations
to establish a university are in full swing. It is
remarkable to see that also Mahmud Nedim
Pasha, the last Ottoman Governor of Yemen,
is found among the ones who did not return
from Yemen but instead maintained is post as
the Governor of Sana’a in the times of Imam
Yayha.'¢

In the Post-Ottoman period, Imam Yahya be-
nefited considerably from the Ottoman burea-
ucrats and soldiers, who remained in Yemen, as
he created the structures of the administrative,
political and military apparatus. The first regu-
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lar army consisted of old Ottoman regiments.
Apart from the military apparatus, the remai-
ning Ottoman bureaucrats worked as consul-
tants on foreign affairs. Among them Muham-
mad Ragib Bey emerged as the most important
person among them and played a crucial role in
the history of Yemen. At the end of WW]I, Ra-
gib Bey went to Istanbul just to return back to
Yemen after a short time. Ragib Bey, who was
recruited by Imam Yahya for the ministry of
foreign affairs, should emerge as the coordina-
ting force in Yemen’s foreign policy after 1960
and contributed considerably to the signing of
several international agreements between the
Imam Yahya-led government of Yemen and ot-
her countries. In the times of Ragib Bey, who
was fluent in Arabic, Turkish and French, a tre-
aty of amity was signed with the Soviet Union
in 1928, to be followed by agreements signed
with the Netherlands in 1933, Great Britain in
1954 and Ethiopia in 1955. In particular the
agreement signed with Great Britain marked
an important step to resolve the queries which
had been crystallized around the border issue.
Former Foreign Minister Ragib Bey, whose car
is exhibited at the entrance of the military mu-
seum, won recognition among intellectuals in
Yemen also for his contributions in the field of
music."”

Contemporary Turkey-Yemeni Relations

Official Relations: Relations in the Fields of
State and Diplomacy

In spite of the fact that the Turkish-Yemeni
relations rely on historical, cultural and politi-
cal ties, which can be traced far into the past,
cooperation had not been developed on a le-
vel desired by both of the countries until the
beginning of the nineties. Following Prime Mi-
nister Turgut Ozal’s Yemen visit on December
20, 1986, the first Turkish Embassy was opened
in 1988. But after 1990, upon the reunification
of Yemen, Turkish-Yemeni relations were mar-
ked by a lower intensity. The bilateral relations
have only started to change currently, when
Abdullah Gil, then Minister of Foreign Affa-

irs, paid visit to Yemen in July 2005 alongside a
meeting conducted by the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. This visit was followed by
a Turkey visit of Abdul Qadir Bajammal, then
Prime Minister of Yemen, and most recently
by a Yemen visit of Prime Minister Erdogan in
October 2005. Current Prime Minister Erdo-
gan pointed out at a press conference on the
Yemen visit: “We have sensed the genuine wil-
lingness of Yemen to develop its relations in se-
veral fields” Furthermore Erdogan stated that
his meeting with President Ali Abdullah Saleh
had been very fruitful and added eventually
that president Saleh himself had promoted the
development of bilateral relations in the field of
politics, economy, trade and culture.'®

The number of delegations, carrying out mu-
tual visits, reached its peak at the beginning
of 2008. In this context, Ali Abdullah Saleh,
current President of Yemen, visited Turkey as
honored guest of President Abdullah Giil from
February 25 to 26. This visit marked the first
meeting in the relations between Turkey and
Yemen on a presidential-level and was domi-
nated by an exchange on various views in the
field of political, economic and cultural relati-
ons as well as regional and international topics.
Abdullah Saleh was not only accompanied by
high-level bureaucrats, but also by ministers
and businessmen. During the meeting with
Abdullah the challenges in Iraq were discus-
sed as well as the Palestinian issue, the war on
terrorism and the increase in mutual trade and
investments.'” At the beginning of his speech
the President of Yemen discussed the role of his
country in terms of Turkey’s methods of solu-
tion on the Palestinian problem. After that he
commended Turkey’s policy on the Lebanon
issue and pointed out that he was content with
the role Turkey played in the overcoming of the
presidential crisis in Lebanon. He further sta-
ted that Yemen is supporting the candidature
of Turkey for temporary membership in the Se-
curity Council.®

Prior to Abdullah’s visit, the Third Term Mee-
ting Protocol of the Turkey-Yemen Joint Com-
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mittee, signed on September 7, 2005, was ratifi-
ed by the parliament. Within the frameworks of
the protocol, collaboration is to be intensified
in different fields, encompassing trade, culture,
energy, health care and tourism.* In 2009 we
note various mutual visits on both sides with
the aim to further develop relations. In this
context, Ali Babacan, then Foreign Minister of
Turkey, paid visit to Yemen in February 20009.
During Ali Babacan’s visit, apart from the fact
that both sides exchanged their views on regard
to the efforts made to foster Turkey-Yemen re-
lations in particular, the official welcoming ce-
remony of Ali Babacan made its mark on the
agenda. Hereby especially the fact that Baba-
can was welcomed by the Yemenis according
to a protocol once implemented for the Otto-
man Governor had a significant importance in
terms of international opinion. By that Yemenis
most vividly created the impression that they
had overcome the historical suspicion of Arabs
vis-a-vis the Ottoman Empire. As a matter of
fact in the study Ottoman Resurgence, publis-
hed by Yigal Schleifer in “Foreign Policy’; the
implementation of the protocol for Ottoman
Governors upon Babacan’s visit in Yemen un-
derlines the idea of Turkey’s growing influen-
ce in the Arab world.”> During several visits in
Yemen, Babacan met with Nadia al-Sakkaf, the
first main editor of Yemen Times and pointed
out that the relations between the two countri-
es reached an all-time high.

Shortly after Babacan’s visit Koksel Toptan,
the then speaker of the Grand National As-
sembly of Turkey, upon invitation, paid visit to
Yemen in accompany with a delegation of the
parliament. After common meetings between
the two parliaments, Toptan put an emphasis
on the importance of a composite dialogue of
the two countries alongside his meeting with
Abdullah Saleh. During the meeting the then
President of Yemen assessed the importance
of Turkey’s efforts on the Palestinian issue and
underlined the role Turkey played during the
events in Gaza.”

As a matter of fact Turkey’s policy in face of

violent events in Yemen had an impact on the
development of both countries on state-level.
As the tension-filled interplay between the dif-
ferent groups within Yemen increased, Turkey,
at first anxious that this issue might turn into
a regional crisis, refrained from any interven-
tion on a domestic level. In the course of these
events the Turkish Foreign Ministry announ-
ced publicly that Turkey supports the integrity
of the Yemen state. In June when the tension
between the government and the Shi’i militia
turned into violent clashes, the Turkish Fo-
reign Ministry announced in a statement on
regard to this topic: “Turkey supports the sta-
bility, national and territorial integrity of Ye-
men’” Furthermore it is stated: “We dismay the
violent events, which took place in Yemen in the
last months and threaten the political stability
of the country. The relations we maintain with
Yemen can be traced far into history and are of
friendly and fraternal nature that can be even
regarded as perfect. The stability of Yemen is of
importance in terms of peace and stability of
the region**

In September, when violent events dominated
the agenda in Yemen, President Abdullah Giil
invited Abdullah Saleh once more to Turkey
and expressed his support on regard to the na-
tional integrity, stability and security of Yemen
during a telephone conversation.” Furthermo-
re on September 23, in the wake of a further es-
calation, the Turkish Foreign Ministry expres-
sed its concern in face of recent violent events
in Yemen and reaffirmed its support in favor a
solution which safeguards the national and ter-
ritorial integrity of Yemen.* Turkey’s support
to the government of Yemen manifested itself
once more in a monetary grant amounting to
100,000 U.S. Dollar as a reaction to the inter-
national appeal of the World Food Program.
Eventually it is interesting to note that Turkey,
in face of the violent events which took place in
Yemen, gave strong support in this cause to the
Sana’a government. In this context Turkey for-
ged ties with the Friends of Yemen Group which
was formed to overcome the current issues in
Yemen and thus engaged in an international
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commitment to contribute to the solution of
the Yemen issue. As a matter of fact Abdul-
lah Gil sent an official letter to the President
of Yemen on occasion of a national day of ce-
lebration in June in which he emphasized that
the stability, national integrity and security was
important for Turkey and consequently reaffir-
med Ankara’s solidarity with the Yemenis, to
whom he referred to as brothers.?”

Trade and Social Relations of Turkey and
Yemen

In coincidence with the rapid development in
the last period on state-level, the relations also
mark a considerable change in terms of social
aspects. The relations between Turkey and Ye-
men in terms of social aspects encompass the
fields of economy, trade and education. In this
context the broadcast of Turkish TV series in
Yemen, the organization of Yemen visits un-
der participation of Turkish press organs and
publishers, the willingness of Turkey to enga-
ge in restoration and repair work to preserve
the historical legacy of Yemen and the fact that
Turkish schools in Yemen both expanded their
activities both in terms of scope and quantity is
very important. The broadcast of the Turkish
series Nur, the Yemen report which is broad-
casted on the Ayna Program in Turkey and the
activities and meeting organized by the Turkey-
Yemen Joint Committee, ranging from tourism
to health care and most recently in November
2010, the meeting of Turkish businessmen in
Yemen proves of the rapidity with which these
bilateral relations develop.

Apart from mutual visits, especially the colla-
boration in the fields of education and health
care marked an important milestone in the
social relations of the two countries. At the
fifth seasonal meeting of the Turkey-Yemen Jo-
int Commiittee in June, 2010, on the one hand
the implementation protocol for cooperation
in the field of tourism was signed, on the ot-
her hand an agreement was reached on regard
to scholarships at university level. Hereby Ye-
men demanded for an increased quota, a de-

mand which was kindly received by Turkey. In
an speech given by Biilent Aring, former house
speaker of the Parliament of Turkey and Vice-
Prime Minister, he pointed out that the quota
for scholarships in the first cycle (Lisans) will
be increased to 15, whereas the quota for scho-
larships in the second cycle (Lisansiistii) will be
increased to 10, connected with the statement
that a further increase up to 20 scholarships in
the first cycle are envisaged for the term 2011-
2012.%8

It is striking that Yahya al-Mutawakkil, Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry of Yemen, upon gi-
ving his signature on cooperation in the field
of tourism as representative of his country,
also stressed the fact that some concepts on a
cooperation in the field of trade were worked
out. Mutawakkil pointed out that the meetings
yielded fruitful results, stating: “We created
the basis for (the development of) bilateral re-
lations in the field of economy and trade. Our
innermost wish is the establishment of a labor
council between the two countries before end
of this year. This council will be the carthorse
in bilateral relations”” As a matter of fact the
Yemen Ambassador of Ankara reaffirmed the
wish to develop bilateral relations in the field
of investment, trade and tourism when he met
with Vice-Prime Minister Arin¢ on 25 Novem-
ber, 2010.*° In fact the memorandum of un-
derstanding on regard to the establishment of
a labor council was signed in 2009. While on
the Turkish side Sadik Yildiz was appointed as
chairman, the fact that no appointment was yet
made on the Yemeni side is the reason for its
delay.

The Yemen Ambassador however, pointed out
that economic relations have not reached the
desired level yet. According to Sadik Yildiz,
who was appointed as chairman of the Turkish-
Yemeni labor council, the considered council
was established to develop trade and economic
relations between Turkey and Yemen. Yildiz,
stressing that under consideration of present
economic relations bilateral trade was insuffi-
cient, stated that the Turkish export volume re-
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alized with Yemen was 353 million dollar at the
end of 2008 and 352 million dollar at the end of
2009 respectively. Instead the import volume,
realized with Yemen, shows a regressive trend
totaling up to 703,000 dollar at the end of 2008
and 310,00 dollar in 2009. Notwithstanding
the aggregate trade volume of both countri-
es is permanently increasing since 2007. Na-
mely, a volume of 274 million dollar in 2007,
354 million dollar in 2008 and, most recently,
379 million dollar in 2009 was realized. Furt-
hermore the idea of a Free Trade Agreement to
foster bilateral trade relations between Turkey
and Yemen was brought on the agenda, too.
But it is However, to be fair, it must be said that
work on this issue will take some time.*' Accor-
ding to Yildiz, between March and June, 2010,
meetings with for different delegations from
Yemen were realized in Ankara and Istanbul,
each stressing the development of cooperation
on trade. Yildiz furthermore stated that there
were nine Turkish companies operating on the
Yemeni market from June on and entertained
the hope of a steady increase of new companies
in this region.®

Maybe the most important attempt underta-
ken by a civil association to increase economic
relations was a business trip of a 57-strong de-
legation to Yemen between October 18" and
21%, 2010, which was organized by MARIFED
(Federation of Marmara Business Life Associa-
tions) in coordination with TUSKON (Confe-
deration of Industrialists and Businessmen of
Turkey). The fact that nearly 350 business men
from Yemen were participating in the joint me-
eting, which was held by TUSKON and the Fe-
deration of the Yemeni Chamber of Commerce,
indicates the significant importance Turkey has
for Yemenis in terms of trade relations. The fact
that the participants of the Turkey-Yemen Tra-
de Forum did not only come from Istanbul or
Ankara, but also from different regions like for
instance Inegél proves the fact that this event
contributed significantly to the development of
a dialog between Turkey and Yemen on a social
level.®

When we return to the cooperation of Turkey
and Yemen in the field of education we can tell
without any doubt that the recently establis-
hed Turkish schools are the major reason for
the steady increase in Yemeni students in the
first and second cycle (in Turkey). We observe
that students who graduated from these lyce-
ums make the greatest efforts to continue the-
ir education in Turkey. International Turkish
Schools, multilingual schools with English as
primary language of instruction and Turkish
and Arabic as secondary languages, have been
established 1998 in Yemen, too. The schools
which are represented in three big cities in Ye-
men with four branches are currently running
activities to open branches in other cities, too.
Hereby it is important to note that role of the-
se three schools, located in Sana’a, Aden and
Taiz must not be reduced to a mere educational
exchange only.** After Prime Minister Erdogan
paid visit to Yemen in 2005 the government of
Yemen granted permission to establish a Tur-
kish school in Sana’a. On March 2009, the visit
of Koksel Toptan, then member of the Turkish
National Assembly, caused an enthusiastic stir
at the school, where 550 pupils are educated.®
Nowadays the number of Turkish schools in
Yemen amounts to four and it is worth mentio-
ning that they embarked on works to establish
a university, too.

It is important to stress that the schools men-
tioned above play also a constructive role in
the development of bilateral trade relations.
For instance Turkish schools played a fostering
role when the 1 million deal between Abdoh
Shamakh, founder of the Yemeni Shafa com-
pany and the Nikita agricultural company,
which originates from Nigde, was worked out
in March 2010. The Yemeni business man Sha-
makh pointed out that visits to Turkey, Turkish
business men and Turkish lyceums granted
him the opportunity to get in touch with the
country and played a crucial role in his decisi-
on to make investments in Turkey.*

Moreover, the collaboration of Turkey and Ye-
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men on an academic and educational level en-
tailed a number of high-level conferences and
seminars, which were held in June 2010. The
Turkey-Yemen Forum held on June 16, 2010,
in collaboration with the Turkish Foreign Mi-
nistry, the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
(ORSAM) and the Chamber of Commerce in
Istanbul, accounted for the fact that bilateral
relations were brought on the agenda again.
While the attempt to contribute to an increa-
sed activity in the field of academic and social
exchange between Turkey and Yemen emerged
as the main goal of the Turkey-Yemen Forum,
the importance to support efforts to reach mu-
tual understanding among different parts of
Yemen’s society was regarded as another goal,
too. As a matter of fact it is striking that the
Assistant Foreign Minister of Yemen, who hap-
pened to be in Istanbul for the third meeting
of foreign ministers, attended the Turkish-Arab
Cooperation Forum (TAF), established in 2007.
Apart from the official support by the Turkey-
Yemen Forum many leaders of civil organizati-
ons and academics made significant contribu-
tions. Among the Yemeni participants, we see
Ramzia Abbas al-Eryani, niece of former Pre-
sident Abdurrahman and currently chairman
of the Arab Women Union, Prof. Dr. Amat al-
Rauf Hussein Mohammad al-Sharki, scholar at
Sana’a University, Rahma Hugaira, Chairman
of Women Media Forum, Hamid al-Awadhi,
Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Arts
at Sanaa University, Hafez al-Bukari, Chair-
man of the Survey Research Center of Yemen,
vice-chancellor of Thamar University, Prof. Dr.
Amin A. Al Hemiari and Dr. Khaled Fattah,
scholar at St. Andrews University.*’

President Abdullah Giil, in the message he sent
for the opening speech at the Turkey-Yemen
Forum, stressed the importance of the Turkey-
Yemen Forum and reaffirmed his support for
a development of bilateral relations. Further-
more President Abdullah Giil stressed the im-
portance of his upcoming visit to Yemen as an
honored guest of Abdullah Saleh, President of
Yemen. Afterwards the Yemen Ambassador,

Nuriye Hamami, expressed his contentment
on regard to Turkey’s constructive role in the
Middle East and praised Turkey’s support to
the Friend Group of Yemen as well as its special
commitment as a contributor to Yemen’s stabi-
lity. Ambassador al-Hamami, upon mentioning
the deep-rooted relations between the two co-
untries, expressed his wishes for an increase in
trade volume between the two countries and
stressed the importance of cooperation in the
field of media, culture and academics to streng-
then the social ties between the countries.®®

Another very interesting aspect of Turkish-
Yemeni relations is the view of Yemeni diplo-
mats on Turkey. In this context the fact that
Dr. Ali Musenna, Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Yemen, upon reaffirming his
support in favor of strengthened relations bet-
ween Turkey and Yemen, addressed Turkey’s
support in the stabilization of Yemen is rather
noteworthy. He further pointed out that Tur-
key may serve as a role model due to its mo-
dern and democratic apparatus, its developed
industry and the way how Islamic religion is
embedded in a modern and coeval life style.
Moreover, he stated that the Arab world is fol-
lowing up the success of Turkey’s foreign policy
with admiration. In this context it is important
to note that Yemen’s perception of Turkey ma-
nifests itself in different ways according to a
wide range of social aspects. Hence this subject
is to be discussed more elaborately.

The Perception of Turkey in Yemen

Firstly, it must be pointed out that there are dif-
ferent aspects which constitute Yemen’s view
on Turkey. In this context it must be pointed
out that both the Ottoman period, the period
of Imam Yahya and, most recently, Turkey’s po-
licy in the Middle East following the Iraq War
in 2003 had a strong impact on Yemenis’ view
on Turkey. In the Ottoman period we see that
the perception of Turkey varied considerably
among the Yemenis. According to Mrs. Eryani
for instance, the reason why the Ottoman Em-
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pire exercised supervisory control over Yemen
was merely to protect these territories alongsi-
de with the holy regions of Mekka and Medi-
nah against European colonialists.*

In a similar manner, Al-Sharki reveals interes-
ting details on regard to the Ottoman period,
too. Hereby he stressed the fact that Yemenis
did not refer to the Ottoman presence with the
word “occupation” but used the word “presen-
ce” instead. He further underlined the fact that
the specific Arab term, which is translated into
other languages and refers to the Ottoman pe-
riod is not “Ihtelal al-Othmaniyyah” but “Wu-
jud al-Othmaniyyah” instead — a fact which
again stresses the idea that the Ottomans were
not perceived as an occupying force.*

In this context, we have to evaluate the Yemen
visit of Babacan, then Foreign Minister of Tur-
key. As mentioned above, Babacan was welco-
med by the Yemenis with a kind of ceremony
and parade once held for Ottoman Governors.
As Schleifer points out, apart from the traditio-
nal ceremonies it is striking that important tri-
be leader were among the groups which welco-
med him. It has to be stressed once more that
the perception of Turkey in Yemen is different
from all other Arab countries. This has several
reasons. The Ottoman period is not only per-
ceived according to its confrontational aspects
but also regarded as a period of collaboration
with an emphasis on its conciliatory aspects.
A lot of writers, who discussed the Ottoman-
Arab relations, focus on the conflict periods
only. Whereas, as illustrated above, in view of
Yemen history it must be pointed out that the
two countries have rather acted in a collabora-
tionist way than as conflicting parties. In WW1I
both Ottoman soldiers and Imam Yahya’s mili-
tia lost their lives on the same frontier in a war
against Great Britain. Moreover the fact that
bureaucrats like Ragib Bey, who occupied high
posts in Yemen in the Post-Ottoman period,
were not regarded by the Yemenis as a poten-
tial source of trouble but as an important gain
instead.

In fact it is striking that a part of Yemenis, who
evaluate the democratization process in Ye-
men, claim that this process was already ini-
tiated during the Ottoman period. According
to Eryani, who regards the period of Ottoman
rule as the initial point of Yemen’s development
period to come, asserts that the parliament
system in Yemen is also a remainder of the Ot-
toman period. Eryani, pointing out that Yemen
was represented in a parliament as a province
during the Ottoman period, concludes that the
establishment of governing panels in the pro-
vinces enabled the integration of regional ac-
tors in the political process.*

Senay Yildiz, journalist of Aksam Gazetesi,
also discussed the issue mentioned above in
her Yemen studies. According to Yildiz, who
underlined that she had the opportunity to
make research at different places, including
Iman University, points out that Yemenis do
not regard the Ottoman period as a period of
occupation. Instead Yemenis with a positive
attitude towards Ottoman history at the same
time follow up dynamics of Turkish policy very
closely. Furthermore she underlines that being
awoman did by no means hamper her research
activities, but instead stresses the fact that Ye-
menis were very helpful throughout her work
on the research paper.*?

On this regard, Dr. Ali Musenna, Secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Yemen, un-
derlines that Turkey can serve as a role model
for Yemen on three issues. According to Dr. Ali
Musenna, Turkey is ahead of Arab countries
in terms of politics and democratic develop-
ment. Moreover, as an Islamic country in line
with the spirit of the age, Turkey is a striking
example to belie those who claim that Islam is
not in compliance with modernism. According
to Dr. Musenna, industry is the second field in
which Turkey could serve as a role model, as
it disposes of a developed and modern struc-
ture. Hereby Musenna stresses the idea that
Muslim and Arab countries have to make more
efforts on regard to the implementation of the
Turkish model. In conclusion, the third field in
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which Yemenis view Turkey as a paragon is that
of Turkey’s foreign policy on an international
scale. According to Musenna, thanks to the
development of international relations Turkey
succeeded in acting as a bridgehead between
East and West. Hence Turkey’s foreign policy
won recognition throughout the Arab world.**

Dr. Khaled Fattah instead evaluates the per-
ception of Turkey among Yemenis from a dif-
ferent point of view. Fattah, pointing out that
Turkey emerged as a country with significant
importance in the Arab and Islam world, men-
tions the strong impact of the recent broadcast
of Turkish series in the Arab world, including
Yemen, had on how Turkey is perceived by the
people. He further states that the foreign policy
of Turkey, a modern and developed country
in the eyes of Yemenis, is followed up closely
in particular on regard to the stance taken on
the Palestinian and the Iraqi issue. Hereby it is
worth noting that Turkey’s foreign policy ac-
counted significantly for the fact that Yemeni
intellectuals recently turned their eyes towards
Turkey.*

This fact also became obvious in a survey about
perceptions of Turkey’s foreign policy and the
role of Turkey in international relations which
was carried out by scholars and students auf
Thamar University in 2010. The survey was
made among 16 scholars, of which 13 were
male and 3 female, 38 employees in the admi-
nistration of the university, of which 30 were
male and 8 female and 146 students, of which
104 were male and 42 female. The survey works
finished in June 2010 and the results were pre-
sented alongside the Yemen Forum, which was
held in Istanbul.*

If we look at the results of the survey, we see
that 79.5% of all respondents share the opinion
that Turkey can play an important role in view
of peace and stability of the Middle East. In this
context Yemenis are of the opinion that Tur-
key can contribute significantly to the stability
and peace process of the Middle East. About
70% of all respondents expressed the idea that
Turkey’s new foreign policy is in favor of the

Middle East. Another very striking aspect in
this context is that 12 of 13 university profes-
sors evaluate Turkey’s Middle East policy as po-
sitive. On regard to the question how Turkey’s
relations with its neighboring countries is
perceived, 83.5% of all respondents expressed
their contentment on this issue. All in all we
see that Turkey’s new foreign policy, adopted
with the aim to reduce problems with neighbo-
ring country to almost zero (Sifir-Sorun), has a
strong effect on the public opinion of Yemen.
Moreover 66.5% of all respondents expressed
the hope that Turkey can play an active role in
solving inter-state problems in the Middle East.
This serves as an indication that Yemenis have
accepted the mediator role offered by Turkey.
On the other hand, while the survey shows that
Yemenis believe that Turkey can play a more
active role in the Middle East in terms of eco-
nomy, 9% of these respondents even share the
opinion that Turkey can exalt its influence to
the Middle East in the field of culture, too.*

The students, scholars and employees in the
administration of the university all expressed
their common support for the development
of relations between Turkey and Yemen. Furt-
hermore a significant number of respondents
pointed out that Turkey should engage in the
commitment to counterbalance the West. He-
reby it is very striking to see the answers given
on regard to questions related to the West. Ne-
arly 64% of all respondents shared the opinion
that the recently adopted Turkish foreign po-
licy had no negative effect on Turkey’s relations
with the West. Yet, 46% respondents expressed
the opinion that Turkey can only provided that
it maintains good relations with the West cont-
ribute to peace and stability in the Middle East.
Notwithstanding that, the support of Turkey’s
Palestine policy accounts to nearly 83%. All in
all 85% of all the respondents who participated
in the survey emphasized in particular their
support for the development of collaboration
in the field of economy, education and cultu-
re.”

On this occasion, the results of the survey, car-
ried out by Prof. Dr. Amin A. Al Hemiari Tha-
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mar Khalil, Vice-chancellor of Thamar Univer-
sity, in collaboration with S. Al Wagih, are lis-
ted below. The survey comprises 16 questions
and was presented on the first Turkey-Yemen
Forum. On the basis of the survey results re-
lations between the two countries are likely to
develop rapidly in the near future.

Conclusion

The Turkish-Yemeni relations in the field of
culture, history and politics date back far into
history. As a matter of fact bilateral relations
can be traced back to the times of the Abbasids.
The considered relations encompass the rule of
the Mamluks and culminate in the factual alli-
ance with the Ottomans during WWI. When
we regard all these different periods, it is hard
to overestimate the level of interactivity bet-
ween the two nations in various fields ranging
from politics to culture. Mutual interaction of
the two countries’ cultures, similar customs
and habits and common historical relations
contributed significantly to the development of
relations between the two countries.

Apart from persons like Ragib Bey, the fact that
renovated Ottoman military buildings are no-
wadays used as the working office of the Gene-
ral Staff and the President of Yemen, Ali Abdul-
lah Salih, may serve as an indication for good
relations between the two countries. It is worth
noting that Yemen recently supported the re-
novation of ancient Ottoman works, financed
by Turkey. Asa matter of fact, it is rather signi-

ficant that, among the buildings to be renova-
ted like mosques and castles, the residence of
Ragib Bey is found, too.

For this reason it is has to be underlined once
more that Turkey and Yemen maintain rather
deep-rooted relations with each other. In fact,
the common ground and cultural, historical and
social ramifications form a legacy, treasured by
both societies in different fields. According to
the nephew of the former President of Yemen,
who addressed important issues in Yemen’s po-
litics, pointed out that the rapprochement will
not be restricted to the issues mentioned above
only, but will instead comprise similar policies
in the field of architecture, too. Nevertheless,
it has to be pointed out that no serious deve-
lopment had been achieved for over 80 years
— a fact which has to be evaluated on regard
to the regional and global challenges both co-
untries faced. As a matter of fact, the change
in the security perceptions on an international
scale following 1990 had a positive effect on the
development of diplomatic relations between
Turkey and Yemen, which gained an impetus
from it. Moreover opportunities were created,
such as the opening of Turkish schools, mutual
visits and, most recently, significant collabora-
tion on regard to economic relations and trade
volume. It must be stressed on this regard that
this process of collaboration has to be consi-
dered as the result of dialog based on mutual
respect and common interests. In conclusion
it can be stated that the relations between the
two countries are likely to strengthen and deve-
lop in the near future.
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Answers on Some Questions of a Survey Carried out by Thamar University, Yemen,
on Regard to the Perception of Turkey's Role in International Relations

‘Do you believe that Turkey can play a significant role on the peace and stability of the Middle East

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Yes 13 100.0 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator Male Don't
Know 2 6.7 6.7 6.7
No 2 6.7 6.7 13.3
Yes 26 86.7 86.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 1 12.5 12.5 12.5
No 1 12.5 12.5 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 10 9.6 9.6 9.6
No 11 10.6 10.6 20.2
Yes 83 79.8 79.8 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 6 14.3 14.3 14.3
No 8 19.0 19.0 33.3
Yes 28 66.7 66.7 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0

2-Do you think that the recent Turkey foreign policy in the ME will serve the region?

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Don't
Know 1 7.7 7.7 7.7
Yes 12 92.3 92.3 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator ~ Male Don't
Know 2 6.7 6.7 6.7
No 2 6.7 6.7 13.3
Yes 26 86.7 86.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 15 14.4 14.4 14.4
No 16 15.4 15.4 29.8
Yes 73 70.2 70.2 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 12 28.6 28.6 28.6
No 10 23.8 23.8 52.4
Yes 20 47.6 47.6 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0
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12-Are you satisfied with the economic, educational and cultural cooperation between Yemen and

Turkey?
Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male No 11 84.6 84.6 84.6
Yes 2 15.4 15.4 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female No 2 66.7 66.7 66.7
Yes 1 333 333 100.0
Total 3 100.0 100.0
Administrator ~ Male Don't
Know 4 13.3 133 13.3
No 12 40.0 40.0 53.3
Yes 14 46.7 46.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
No 5 62.5 62.5 87.5
Yes 1 12.5 12.5 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 14 135 135 135
No 52 50.0 50.0 63.5
Yes 38 36.5 36.5 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 4 9.5 9.5 9.5
No 24 57.1 57.1 66.7
Yes 14 333 33.3 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0

13-Do you want to see more cooperation in all fields between Yemen and Turkey?

Cumulative
Category Gender Frequency | Percent Valid Percent Percent
Professor Male Don't
Know 1 7.7 7.7 7.7
Yes 12 92.3 92.3 100.0
Total 13 100.0 100.0
Female Yes 3 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administrator ~ Male No 1 3.3 3.3 3.3
Yes 29 96.7 96.7 100.0
Total 30 100.0 100.0
Female No 2 25.0 25.0 25.0
Yes 6 75.0 75.0 100.0
Total 8 100.0 100.0
Student Male Don't
Know 3 29 29 2.9
No 1 10.6 10.6 13.5
Yes 90 86.5 86.5 100.0
Total 104 100.0 100.0
Female Don't
Know 2 4.8 4.8 4.8
No 9 214 214 26.2
Yes 31 73.8 73.8 100.0
Total 42 100.0 100.0
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