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of the Armenians are the Tashnak Party and
the Hunchak Party in politics. Beside these
two parties, the Armenian Democratic Liberal
Party (Ramvagar Party) is also active in Leba-
non. Those three parties objected to the Turk-
ish troops to be sent to Lebanon. It needs to
be emphasized that the Tashnak Party, which is
active in Bourj Hammoud, follows a more radi-
cal policy than the others. It is interesting that
the leader of the Tashnak Party is in good terms
with Iran.** On the other hand, pro-government
academicians in Iran describe the good rela-
tions between Iran and Armenians as follows:
“The Iranian government attaches a strategic
importance to its relations with Armenians in
order to limit the expansionist policies of Tur-
key in the Middle East and the Caucasus.*

The Armenian population in Lebanon is esti-
mated to be almost 120-150 thousands. Al-
though the Armenians have succeeded to con-
duct good relations with the other Christian
communities in Lebanon, they still have an in-
troverted social structure. The mother and the
wife of the former Lebanese President Amin
Lahud were ethnically Armenian. It’s interest-
ing that Armenian children attend Armenian
schools and speak Armenian among them-
selves. Armenian society is represented by
six MPs in the Lebanese Parliament. Besides,
generally Armenian candidates are elected by
the MP quota which is assigned for the Protes-
tants. So the Armenian MP number in Leba-
nese Parliament goes up to seven, which led
to an increase in the influence of Armenians
in Lebanese Parliament. In the new govern-
ment of national reconciliation which was
formed after the armed conflicts in May 2008,
both the ministry of energy and the ministry
of state were gained by the Armenians*. While
the candidate of the Hunchak Party which sup-
ports the Hariri block has been assigned as the
Minister of State, the candidate of the Tashnak
Party which acts together with the opposition
block has been assigned as the Minister of En-
ergy and Water. Contextually, Armenians have
obtained the right to be represented in a higher
level than it should be in proportion to their

population.

The most important and open objection to
Turkey’s initiatives about Lebanon is that of
the Armenians. Since the possibility of send-
ing Turkish troops to Lebanon was advanced,
Lebanese Armenians organized demonstra-
tions to protest it. The demonstrations contin-
ued after the resolution was adopted. A former
MP, Jacques Choukhadarian stated during the
demonstrations that the participation of Turk-
ish troops in the peacekeeping mission was ac-
ceptable®.

However, when the Armenian organizations
which had a common policy against Turkey
were divided into two blocks, pro-Syria and
pro-government, at the time of Lebanese crisis,
their effectiveness regarding Turkey was de-
graded. Besides, Lebanese Armenians are gen-
erally neutral about subjects directly related to
the political crisis in Lebanon. As Kemal Can-
bolat said, Lebanese Armenians have managed
to harmonize their own Armenian nationalism
and their adherence to their Lebanese identi-
ties. They have avoided determining power
on the issues that concern directly the stabil-
ity and vital interests of Lebanon.* In addition,
it is quite hard for the Armenians to react to
developments in Southern Lebanon, where the
Shiites are very powerful. On the other hand,
it’s interesting that some Armenians whom we
met in Lebanon and who could speak Turkish
tried to follow developments in Turkey closely.
Actually, it is possible to claim that the Leba-
nese Armenians have a variety of feelings about
Turkey. These feelings were shaped by both the
problems during World War I and the recently
increasing Turkish interest in Lebanon.*

In order to analyze the Armenian community’s
perceptions of Turkey, first of all, we need to
separately consider Armenian society and Ar-
menian organizations. It’s also necessary to
analyze the Armenian clergy separately. The
leader of the opposition to Turkey is the Tash-
nak Party. Others also have anti-Turkey poli-
cies. The Antelias Church in Beirut, one of the
two main churches of the Armenians advances
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anti-Turkey policies. So it needs to be said that
Armenian political parties and clergy have both
been pursuing an effective, historically based
policy towards Turkey. However, it would be
incorrect to claim that all the Armenians are
anti-Turkey. Armenian society accepts Turkey
as a regional power, but also criticizes its poli-
cies towards Armenia. Some Armenian fami-
lies who live in the town of Bourj Hammoud
still speak Turkish and watch Turkish TV series
from Turkish channels. The principal expecta-
tion of Armenian society is an apology from
Turkey for 1915 Tragedy.”® On the other hand,
it needs to be underlined that Lebanese Arme-
nian society is more radical than the Armenian
factions in Diaspora. They have a more radical
discourse and policy on Turkey than the Arme-
nians who live in Syria do.”! But it is impossible
to claim that all the Armenians are anti-Turkey.
Actually, bilateral relations between the two
societies are open to develop since Lebanese
Armenians still speak Turkish and watch Tur-
key carefully. The question “Who will take the
first step?” is the main problem at that point.

6. Palestinian Refugees and Turkey

Despite being a society which immigrated to
Lebanon after having been forced from their
homeland, Lebanese Palestinians try to sur-
vive in poor living conditions even today. Al-
most 410,000 refugees live in Lebanon now.
Palestinian refugees constitute almost 11 % of
Lebanese population and live under very bad
economic and social living conditions unlike
the other factions. Most of the refugees try to
survive in 12 refugee camps even though there
are 16 camps officially in Lebanon®. The most
important refugee camps for Palestinians in
terms of density and politics are the camps
near Sur and Sayda. Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon differ from the Lebanese factions on
their Turkey policies. Most of the Palestinian
refugees consider Turkey an economic and po-
litical power in the region, but have a histori-
cally based critical approach to Turkish-Israeli
relations. As you know, even though Palestine
has always been an important issue for Turk-
ish foreign policy, it did not cause any concrete

problem between Turkey and Israel in Cold
War period. Turkey’s official position advocates
Israeli withdrawal from the territories which
it occupied after 1967 War by implementing
UN resolutions. Despite that, Turkey has not
refrained from economic, military and intelli-
gence cooperation in the region with Israel. On
the other hand, Palestinian military resistance
factions adopted a left-dominated ideology un-
til Hamas initiated limited relation with Tur-
key. In that period, they supported PKK in the
fields of logistics and military training.>® In the
post-Cold War period, Turkish-Israeli relations
developed in both military and trade fields, and
the Palestinian problem stopped being a break-
ing-point in Turkey-Israel relations.

In fact, the Turkish-Israeli and Turkish-Syrian
problems affected the policies of the refugees
quickly at the end of the 1990s. When the pos-
sibility that Turkey would carry out a military
operation against Syria in 1998, Palestinian ref-
ugees organized anti-Turkey demonstrations
and claimed that the attack plan in question
would be the result of the military cooperation
reached between Turkey and Israel in 1996. In
the demonstrations which were organized in
Ayn al-Helweh Camp in Saida and in the camps
near Barid River in the north, the military poli-
cies of Turkey were protested. At that time,
Palestinian refugees in Syria also demonstrated
against Turkey**.

After 1998, the developments in Turkish poli-
cies of both Syria and Israel affected the opin-
ions of the Palestinian refugees about Turkey.
Then Prime Minister Biilent Ecevit’s statement
in April 2002 that Israel carried out genocide
in the West Bank drew the attention of Pales-
tinian refugees, in particular. Since the AKP
government came to power in 2002, Lebanese
refugees openly supported Turkey’s political
and cultural convergence policy with the Arab
world. Palestinian refugees highly appreci-
ated PM Erdogan’s criticism about Israel, but
Turkey’s role as mediator in the talks between
Israel and Syria affected the opinions of the
Palestinian refugees about Turkey negatively.
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They think that Turkey is forcing the refugee
return problem into a deadlock by putting the
problems between Israel and Syria at the top
of the agenda. In addition, they are worried
about the possibility that Syria, one of their
most important allies, will not be interested
in the Palestine problem after the settlement
of the Golan problem and that Turkey has an
indirect role in this process. The Palestinian
journalist, Ernest Khoury, who is charged with
the Turkey desk of Al Akhbar newspaper, says
that Turkey deals with the Palestine problem by
protecting its own interests and he adds: “Tur-
key is a major developed Muslim country in
the region and pursues protective policies for
its interests in the Middle East, as other pow-
ers do. However, the principal problems of the
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are economic
and sanitary problems related to their living
conditions. Their political aim is an indepen-
dent Palestine state where all Palestinians live
together. Despite being a journalist, I'm not a
Lebanese citizen. So, it is very difficult to say
that we would be satisfied with the settlement
of the Golan problem without reaching the so-
lution for the Palestine problem. We are dis-
turbed about Turkey’s priorities” In fact, pro-
government individuals in Syria said that Syria
could revise its relations with the Palestinian
factions and Hezbollah in return for Golan in
the course of Syria-Israel peace talks and that
that would cause anxiety among the factions in
question®®. From this point of view, it’s easier
to understand why the Lebanese Palestinian
factions are against the Turkish mediation in
Syria-Israel talks.

Another reason for the opposition of the Pal-
estinian factions living in Lebanon to the AKP
Government is their idea that Erdogan’s gov-
ernment was on the side of HAMAS in the
Fatah-HAMAS conflict. Most of the Palestin-
ians living in Lebanon are on the side of Fatah.
This faction’s ideological origins differ from
HAMAS, and also have problematic relations
with Hezbollah. Erdogan’s government’s refus-

al to adopt a clearly anti-HAMAS position in a
process where the tension rise between Fatah
and HAMAS is felt in Lebanon draws the op-
position of the Lebanese Palestinians®. These
factors are very effective in the weak influence
of Turkey in the Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon.*®

Conclusion

Turkey-Lebanon relations have developed rap-
idly since 2005 and this is reflected in relations
between the two societies. To express gener-
ally the perception of the Lebanese factions on
Turkey, we can say that they regard Turkey as
one of the most important economic, military
and political actors in the region. They strongly
believe that Turkey has been following an ob-
jective foreign policy towards the domestic
problems of Lebanon, unlike Iran and Israel
have been doing. It is very important that Leba-
nese Christian and Muslim factions underline
the objectiveness of Turkey. Some of the Sunni
elite note that Turkey as a powerful Muslim
country has the ability and the historical back-
ground to contribute to the settlement of the
problems between Lebanese Muslim factions.
A great number of the Lebanese factions see
the non-sectarian judicial and political system
of Turkey as an alternative for the sectarian un-
derstanding in Lebanon. Even academics from
the Islamic University of Sur which is seen as
the city of Hezbollah state that the sectarian
structure of Lebanon drew the country into
a deep crisis, and that they watched the suc-
cesses of Turkey in the fields of democracy with
appreciation and admiration. Moreover, one of
the representatives and the former President
Amin Gemayel stated that the problems stem-
ming from Lebanon’s sectarian political struc-
ture could be overcome if Turkey were taken as
role model. The other Lebanese communities’
leaders consider Turkey’s efforts to resolve the
Lebanon crisis peacefully as a new beginning
between the people of two countries. In con-
clusion, it is highly likely that social relations
between Turkey and Lebanon will improve
with each passing day.
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